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bALMON INVEST IGATIONS OF THE STEAMER ALBATROSS IN THE
SUMMLR OF 1900.

By JEFFERSON F. MOSER,
Commander, United States Navy, Commanding.

INTRODUCTION.

The main features of the work of the A/butross during the summet of 1900 were
" a continuation of the exploration and examination of the stream and lake systems of
Alaska, their general features and characteristics so far as they relate to salmon and
other-fishes, spawning-grounds, condition and nature of the water, character of shores
and vegetation, the species of salmon entering and their movements, the time and
duration of runs, the size and abundance of fish, waste species, signs and causes of -
depletion, the mortality of different species on ‘the spawning-grounds, natural and
artificial obstructions to the passage of fish, fishing methods and theiv relation to the
maintenance of supply, and data rvelating to conditions for hatcheries. At the can-
neries statistics were obtained of the streams fished by them, and detailed statistics
relating to the men, vessels, boats, and apparatus employed in the fisheries, together
with the catch and pack of the various species for the years 1898, 1899, and 1900.
The photographic and hydrographic wor kb, S0 fm as they relate to the subject, were
also continued.

Except in the interior waters of southeastern Alaska, the salmon streams lie in
unsurveyed localities usually dangerous to approach without local knowledge, and,
while we were able when detained in port to add something to the hydrographic
information by surveys and sailing directions, yet but little was accomplished in a
field where much remains to be done.

Before proceeding with my report, 1 desire to express my appreciation of the
work performed by the officers of the Albatross and the courtesies extended by those
interested in the salmon fisheries. Lieut. Hugh Rodman, U. S. N., besides his
duties as executive and navnmtmg officer, was indefatigable in (ondu(,tmg the stream
and lake explorations and in making th(, local surveys. Ensigns A, J. Hepburn,
U. 8. N., and Cyrus R. Miller, U. S. N., assisted in the field work. Ensign Clarence
S. Kempfl, U. S. N., besides his duties in charge of the engineer’s department, made
a number of the stream and lake.examinations and assisted on the surveys. Mr.
H. C. Fassett assisted me generally in the collection of data, and had charge of all
the photography, in which he rendered valuable service.  All performed their duties

to my entire satisfaction.
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My thanks are due to the cuperintendents of all the canneries we visited for the
courteous manner in which we were everywhere received and for the assistance they
offered. No obstacles were placed in our way, and, while they did not volunteer to
tell us all they knew about the business, they cheerfully answered all the questions of
which they had any knowledge.

As this report will be an addition or appendix to my report on the same subject,
published under the title The Salmon and Salmon Fisheries of Alaska, 1899, it is
unnecessary to repeat here the subjects therein treated, and which remain unchanged.
Reference is therefore made to that report for the introductory remarks, the district
divisions, the manner of conducting our investigations and the difficulties encountered,
the species of salmon and their various names, the relative importance of the species,
the salmon runs, spawning habits and enemies; the history of the canneries and the
canning industry; salteries, fishery and cannery methods; the fisheries, labor, weight
of fish, labels and brands, market prices, cans and hoxes, the depletion of streams,
barricades, and salmon laws; relation of the salmon fisheries to the Indian; complete
statistics, and descriptions of all the canneries and streams visited from Dixon
Entrance to Bering Sea.

The first day of the fiscal year found the Albatross at Unalaska, having arrived
there June 29, via Japan and Kamchatka, from a cruise of scientific investigation in
the South Pauﬁc Ocean. '

On account of the rush to the gold fields at Cape Nome, we had to await our turn
to coal, finishing on the evening of July 3, when we entered Bermg Sea once more
and ]ald the course for Bristol Bay. :

The following was our ltmumy during the investigation:

Southenst Alaska district—Continued.
Duncan Canal, September 5-8.
Point Highfield, September 8-10,
McHenry Inlet, September 10-12.
Zimovia Strait, September 12-18,
Union Bay, September 13-14,

Alitak Bay, July 30-August 7. Ward Cove, S8eptember 14-15.

Karluk, August 7-9. Loring, September 15-17.

Uyak, August 9-11, Yes Bay, Septcmber 17-21.

Afognak, August 11-16. Karta Bay, September 21-23.

Southenast Alagka district: Loring, September 23-24.
Sitka, August 19-21. Ketchikan, September 24.

Bering Sea district:
Left Unalaska July 3.
Bristol Bay, July 5-19.
Unalaska, July 21-24,
Kadiak and Chignik district:
Chignik Bay, July 28-29,

Killisnoo, August 21-22.
Pyramid Harbor, August 22-23.
Chilkoot Inlet, August 23-25.
Taku Inlet, August 25-26.
Taku Harbor, August 26-27.
Port Snettisham, August 27.

South Bay of Pillars, August 28-September 2.

Shipley Bay, September 2-4,

" Boca de Quadra, September 24-25,

Mectlakahtla, September 25-27.

Comox, British Columbia, October 2-3,

Tacoma, Washington, October 4-17,
Quartermaster Harbor, Washington, October 17-21.
Comox, British Columbia, October 24-26.
Sausalito, Cal., October 30.
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ALASKA SALMON INVESTIGATIONS IN 1900, 17T

BRISTOL BAY DISTRICT.

TOPOGRAPHIC AND GEOGRAPHIC FEATURES.

The commercial salmon fisheries included in the division laid out in my ple-
vious report as the Bering Sea district are confined entirely to Bristol Bay, and if
the wide limits ascribed by some to this bay are accepted, the canneries and fisheries
ave all in the northeast section or on the rivers that empty there. Oue authority
states that ‘‘ Bristol Bay may be said to include all that part of Bering Sea lying
east of a line drawn from the northwest cape of Unimak Island to the Kuskokwim
River.” In my opinion, a better western boundary, topographically, would be a
line from Port Moller to Cape Newenham.

The commercial salmon fisheries of this district are on the Ugashik, Egegak,
Naknek, Kvichak, Nushagak, and Wood rivers, and their sea approaches. These
rivers are all large, with large lake sources, and, except Wood River, drain the
western slopes of the mountain range that traverses the Alaska Pemnbula and
extends along the western border of Cook Inlet. -

This mountain range lies close along the eastern side of the peninsula, and at
intervals it rises into volcanic peaks of considerable height, some of which, by their
smoky wreaths, still indicate activity. The greater part of the ridge is snow-
covered, and its northern extension forms the mountain masses which extend along
the western side of Cook Inlet, where the volcanoes Iliamna (12,000 feet) and
Redoubt (11,000 feet) rise conspicuously above the lower masses.

This ridge is not altogether continuous; there are a few breaks which admit of
portage, and as the end of the peninsula is reached there are a number of depressions.
It is said that formerly sea-otter hunters from Bristol Bay, by ascending the Kvichak
River to Lake lliamna, made a portage to Kamyshak Bay. In the early days the
Russian promyshleniks found their way from Kadiak Island to Bristol Bay, using the
pass across the peninsula from Katmai to the headwaters of the Naknek,

For many years the Russian-American Company transported their merchandise
across from Katmai, thus 1-eaching the Bristol Bay, Nushagak, Yukon, and St. Michael
regions. At Chignik there is a well-known portage, and beyond to the westward
there are several which are still used. The mountain range shows two distinet
benches of upheaval, and the theory has heen advanced that in former ages, not very
remote geologically, these depressions were submerged, forming waterways into
Bering Sea, and the present ridge was then broken into islands, of which the present
Aleutian chain is a continuation.

As the divide of this ridge lies close to the eastern shore, the watersheds on that
side are short, the streams are numerous and small, and there are no great lakes and
rivers. At Chignik, where probably the largest river on the eastern side has its
outlet, there is a deplession in the mountain chain, and the lakes in which the river
has 1ts source lie in a plain beyond, to the westward of the mountain masses. It is
here that the portage referred to exists. It extends from the bhwmk lakes to a
stream which empties into Bering Sea near Port Haiden.

On the western slope of the penmsu]u there is a different topographical condition.
The shme generally is low, with here and there an isolated mountain or projecting

F. C, B, 190112
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spur, and in the vicinity of the larger rivers, where the peninsula expands to a
width of from 60 to 90 miles, the mountains in the distance are visible only on a clear
day. Along this shore there is an occasional high bluff which marks the sea terminus
of a ridge of hills.

From the western shore to the mountains the country is a gradually ascending,
rolling plain, hillocky in places, dotted with lakes fed by the glaciers and melting
snows in the east, with much marshy tundra cut up by streams and mud sloughs.

It is on this western watershed of the Alaska Peninsula that the large likes,
Ugashik, Becharot, Illiak, Naknek, and, on the northern extension, Iliamna and
Clark, are situated. These form the sources of the rivers on which the salmon
fisheries in Bristol Bay are located.

Referring to the topographical features of the Bering Sea district,.the Russian
missionary, Veniaminof, says:

Slight elevations can be found along the whole extent of the American coast of Bering Sea; they
are in nearly all cases connected with the mountaing in the interior. If the observer ascends to a
height the country appears to him like a heaving ocean suddenly become stationary, with its waves
transformed into sand and mud; these waves are now covered with vegetation, but their outlines are
still very striking. In the midst of this dry sea we find occasionally high, rocky islands entirely
separated from the neighboring hills.

Of the interior of this country no exact information is at hand, and it still awaits
the intelligent explorer. "But little information can be obtained from the natives,
and not much more from the prospector who occasionally finds his way into the
interior, or the worthless squaw man, who at times is infused with sufficient energy
to look for game.

The population is not large and consists of Innuits or Eskimos, who live in small
villages located on high ground, on hills or bluffs bordering a river or lake. They
subsist by hunting and fishing, and, when located near a cannery, earn good wages,
if they desire to work. Their food is largely salmon, though seal, be]uga, and walrus
also enter their diet when they can be obtained, and OLCdblOUﬂlly a deer or moose is
taken. Their food is all preferred ‘‘high ”—~not high in the sense of the epicure, but
rotten; rancid oil is generally cooked with it or used for sauce. The decaying carcass
of a whale cast on the beach attracts the natives for many miles, and a grand feast is held
over it; rotten salmon heads are a bonne boucke. They are very filthy in their habits
and live in very primitive dwellings, made by forming a shallow circular excavation
and erecting over it a framework of driftwood, or whale ribs, with double walls
filled with earth and stones and covered over with sod. A small aperture is left in
the apex for the escape of smoke, though many of their dwellings now have side
openings with a small window. The outside, or the roof, as it were (for all above
ground is rounded in shape), is a gathering place for children and dogs, and is sur-
rounded by mud and offal. The entrance is a low square hole, to enter through
which one must stoop very low, or crawl, and then pass through a gallery or tunnel
into the inner chamber, which is irregular in shape and from 10 to 15 feetin diameter.

In the center, and under the smoke opening, is the fireplace, and along the walls
are couches of skins or mats slightly elevated above the floor; frequently there are
several of these dwellings connected by tunnels, all having one common entrance.
Storehouses are built on driftwood posts 4 or 5 feet from the ground; in these the
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winter supply of ukala is kept, inaccessible to dogs, foxes, and wolves. Salmon are
dried in large numbers to make ukala for the winter supply.

In the interior, where it is obtainable, timber enters largely into the construction
of the house.- Near trading posts the dress is a combination of native and European,
though many still wear skin coats (parkas) and skin trousers and boots. They travel
by land with dog teams, and by water in skin boats (kayaks and hidarkas).

The Bristol Bay salmon rivers, of which we are now treating, are all large and
tflow great volumes of water. The banks are frequently low, cut by numerous mud
sloughs, in places flooded at very high water, and at low water uncovering a beach of
mud on which a landing can not always be made. The rolling tundra through which
these rivers flow looks like a grass-covered plain, but it is all cut up into hillocks and
hollows, marshes and ponds, making it generally impassable, except during the winter.
Throughout this section travel, except by boat, must be confined to the winter months,
when everything is frozen solid. The country is treeless. A belt-of timber stretches
from the northward to Lake Becharof and then makes a wide circuit and impinges on
‘the Nushagak. The rivers widen considerably at the mouth, forming broad, shallow
bays, though still called rivers at the canneries. As there is a rise and fall of the tide
of from 18 to 24 feet, the change in the appearance of the tidal area at high and at
low water is striking, for at high water the lower courses are filled to the banks,
forming rivers as wide or wider than the Mississippi, while at low water they are
confined to narrow, shallow channels running between uncovered shoals and banks.
This subject will be referred to later under the heads of the several rivers.

As there seems to be some confusion in the geographical division of some of the
rivers and bays, it is deemed advisable to state here the application of certain names
in this report.

By some authorities the large arm of Bristol Bay, which receives the waters of
the Nushagak and Wood rivers, is called the Lower Nushagak River. It isabout 30
miles in length, 138 miles in breadth at the seaward entrance, and 4 miles at the head,
and does not in any way partake of the nature of a river. Therefore this body of
water, opening into Bristol Bay between Protection Point and Etolin Point and
extending northward to the junction of the Nushagak and Wood rivers, will be
called in this report Nushagak Bay, and the two rivers named will be regarded as
emptying into the head of that bay. *

The next great arm of Bristol Bay to the eastward of Etolin Point and extend-
ing to the northeastward will be called Kvichak Bay, for the seaward boundary of
which will be taken a line from the southern point of entrance of the Egegak River
to Etolin Point, and for the northern extreme a point above Koggiung, where the
Kvichak River is confined in banks within the usual acceptation of that term. The
Lockenuck, Kvichak, Naknek, and Egegak rivers will be considered as entering
Kvichak Bay.

EARLY RECORDS OF SALMON FISHERIES IN BRISTOL BAY.

The history of the salmon fisheries of Bristol Bay for commercial purposes is
given under the several cannery headings. The earliest record in the history is the
salting of salmon on the Nushagak by the schooner Neptune in 1883, and the erection
of cannery buildings that year for the Arctic Packing Company, which made a trial
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pack of 400 cases the year following (1884). It is noticed, however, that Petroff, in
the census report of 1880, states:

The salmon family, the great feeder of all the Alaskan people, frequents in astonishing numbers
the Nushagak and other streams emptying into Bristol Bay. The facilities for building traps and
weirs are also extraordinary, and American fishermen have for some years been engaged here every
seagon in reaping a rich harvest and shipping the fish, salted in barrels, to market. Hundreds of barrels
have been filled with a single clean up of a trap. The only drawback to this business is the short
period over which the run extends, necessitating the employment of a very large number of hands
while it lasts. * * ¥ Tixports from this section have thus far been limited to from 800 to 1,200
barrels of salted salmon per annum from the Nushagak River.

It is probable that this latter reference was to the salting done by traders on a
limited scale. The Alaska Commercial Company, or their agents, salted salmon at
various stations prior to 1880, and, as they had an important station at Fort Alex-
ander, on the Nushagak, it is probable that some salting was done there.

FISHING METHODS AND FISHERMEN.

Two methods only are employed in taking salmon for commercial purposes in
this district, viz, by gill nets and by traps, and both are well adapted to the local
conditions.

The strong currents and comparatively narrow deep-water channels, together
with the discolored water, permit the use of gill nets with greit success. The
dimensions of the nets vary according to the depth of water and the individual
ideas of the different cannery superintendents. For redfish the length varies from
75 to 80 fathoms; the depth from 20 to 26 meshes, and the mesh from 64 to 6% inches
stretched. For king salmon the length is from 120 to 125 fathoms, the depth 24
meshes, and the mesh 9% inches stretched.  Floats are rigged 8 feet apart and leads 23
feet apart. The average value is about 65 cents per fathom, depending on the market
and the quantity purchased. The large companies use a great amount of web, and
have special arrangements with the manufacturers. By watching the market closely
and buying when the price is low they have a great advantage over small operators.

The gill-net boats used on the Nushagak and the Ugashik are regular Columbia
River boats, built in San Francisco at an average price, complete, of $200. The
usual dimensions are: Length, 25 feet 1 inch; beam, 7 feet 8 inches; depth, 2 feet
6 inches; capacity, 300 cubic feet. They have a centerboard and spritsail, and will
carry, as an extreme, 1,400 redfish. The hoats used on the Kvichak, Naknek, and
Egegak are flat-bottom double-enders, about 1 foot longer than the Columbia River
boats, but have the same rig and the same capacity, and on the water resemble them
very closely. Their value is about $100, complete. Two men form a gill-net crew—
a netter and a boat-puller. They work on tides, and when the fish are plentiful remain
near the canneries, but when the run'is slack they may drift 15 or 20 miles away.

Traps, used extensively in the Bristol Bay district, are a subject for criticism
throughout Alaska. They are expensive to build and maintain, but have many
advantages to the canner. The great benefit of a trap is not only that it fishes day
and night, but, if the run is heavy for a few days and the cannery fully supplied by
the gill-netters, the fish in the traps can be held for a time until the catch of the gill-
netters is slack. These advantages have frequently led the trapmen beyond the limits
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of the law, and the time has come when the use of traps must be regulated and the
law enforced, or else they must be abolished. Having in mind now the whole of
Alaska, it is my opinion that if this be not done they will work a great injury to the
fisheries.

Columbia River salmon boat.
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wanted, and that they were frequently opened to let the impounded fish escape.
This statement may be true, but there never was a cat that held a mouse with more
tenacity than a canneryman holds a salmon, and it is doubted if a salmon of choice
species is ever allowed to escape as long as it is fit to be put inside a tin can.

I have said here that practically all fish taken in the traps, except redfish, are
waste. This should be slightly modified, though practically it is true; yet, in justice
to the cannerymen, it may be said that the records of the past few years show that,
besides redfish, on the average less than 8,000 cases of king and 8,000 cases of all other
species were packed per year in the whole Bristol Bay district, and some of these no
doubt were taken in traps. :

There is a question arising in my mind which now can only be stated and left for
the future to decide, as follows: Traps take all fish of all sizes; gill nets take only the
large fish; will gill-net fishing result in decreasing the size of the fish?

In onelocality trap men informed me that trap fish are more expensive than gill-
net fish. In another place it was said that this year two gill-net boats secured more
fish than one trap, but when asked why the traps were maintained the 1ep1y was
that the fish were held in the traps until wanted.

One canneryman, whose resources seemed limited and who did not feel able to
maintain traps, frankly said that traps should be abolished; but, when asked if he
believed that traps were injurious to the fisheries, he was equally flank in saying
“No.” The motive is evident.

The traps used are of the general type illustrated in my report of 1897, page 170.
They consist of the usual shore and channel leads, with hearts and pots, b&t there are
all kinds of variations to meet local conditions or the fancy of the ‘‘ trap boss.”
Some have two pots and some have additional appendages in the shape of corrals.

Not only is the first cost of a trap in this country large, but its maintenance
forms a big item of expense. All piling must be imported, and the strong currents
frequently damage both piles and web. The piles are pulled up when fishing ceases
on account of the ice, and are redriven in the spring as soon as the ice is out of the
river and before the fish begin to run. The largest trap seen in the Bristol Bay district
had about 2,700 feet of leads laid out in a rather complex way, with two pots, 75 feet
by 75 feet, and a large corral. (See sketch on page 200.)

Seines are not used in this district, largely on account of the strong current,
although this could be overcome if there were good seining beaches. - There are a few
bowldery beaches, but, as a rule, the banks and beaches are soft mud, so that at low
water landing at many points, if not impracticable, can only be effected with great
effort. On one occasion, in landing at low water near a cannery on the Nushagak,
we became mired to such an extent that it was only by clinging to a bidarka, pushed
out to us by the natives, that we were extricated and hauled ashore.

The fishermen are white, usually foreigners, chiefly Scandinavians, with some
Italians. They contract with the cannery for the season, and receive $50 per man
for working the cannery ship from the home port to the cannery and back, discharg-
ing and loading the vessel at the cannery, getting the nets and boats ready, and doing
other beach work until fishing begins. They receive full and excellent board and
lodging from the time of leaving their home port until their return. The wages of
trap and beach men are $30 per month and one-third cent per case. The gill-netters
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and boat pullers receive 2 cents for each redfish and 10 cents for each king salmon
per boat of two men, the fish being delivered and tallied at the cannery or to a tender
of the cannery. During a good season they average as high as $75 per month. If
during the fishing season a man is taken from his boat to do other work, he receives
as wages an amount equal to the average share of that day.

When the run is heavy and more fish are supplied than the cannery can use, the
fishermen may be limited in their catch to 1,000 a day, but not under that amount.
It is not rare, when redfish are plentiful, for industrious and expert netters, by work-
ing early and late, to make two loads, or 2,400 fish, which nets $24 to each man in the
boat. This season it was noticed at three places that limits of 1,000, 1,100, and 1,200
redfish, respectively, were placed on the boats, and with the first limit at one cannery
it was necessary to take some men out of the boats to clean fish, the Chinese being
unable to keep up the supply for the machinery. These men, thelefme, received
$10 per day for butchering.

Unless one has seen the bins of a large cannery in running order words can not
fully convey an impression of the masses of fish used in a single day. A thousand
salmon seems to the ordinary observer a large number, yet a single three-filler
cannery will utilize each day 25,000, and this district, when running full, will pack
each day 250,000 in its thirteen operating canneries. It is difficult to understand
how it is possible to maintain the supply, although the run is immense.

In Nushagak Bay, off Clark Point, on two occasions the fish were running so
heavily that they were caught in the propeller of the launch of the Albatross, stopping
the engines. ’

THE RUNS AND CANNERY WORK.

The season in Bristol Bay is short. Not only do the fish yun a very limited time but
good weather lasts but a few months, although the conditions are far more agreeable -
during the summer than over Bering Sea generally. There are many bright, sunny
days, frequently quite warm, fewer gales and less fog, but with September come the
gales and cold.

The cannery ships try to reach their destinations as soon as the ice will permit
them to enter the bays, as there is only a short time after their arrival to make the
necessary preparations before the-runs begin. They expect to arrive not later than
the middle of May, and to do this they must enter Bering Sea early, often encoun-
tering much ice to the eastward, though the rivers may be mostly clear. Cannery
steamers (tenders) sometimes reach their destinations in April, but frequently are
obliged to lie outside or to haul into a mud slough at high water and lie ashore until
the rivers have discharged the floating ice.

Bristol Bay is essentially a redfish district, and while all other species occur they
do not run in large numbers. They will be referred to under the cannery headings.

When the vessels arrive in May there are no salmon.in the streams, even for the
cannery tables. The earliest arrivals are king salmon, which appear from June 6 to
16, depending upon the river conditions. They are followed a few days later by the
redfish which, about June 16 to 20, run in sufficient numbers to warrant operating
the canneries for them. The king salmon run scatteringly throughout the season;
but even on the Nushagak, the only Bristol Bay locality where a regular pack of this
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species is made, they cease fishing for them soon after the redfish commence to run,
as the latter is the more profitable fish. King salmon are nowhere abundant in this
district and the few taken in the traps and redfish nets after the packing of the
former species is closed are used on the cannery tables, or their bellies are salted for
personal use. .

. Itis said that there is quite a run of cohoes after the canneries have ‘‘ cleaned up.”
A few are taken at the close of the redfish run, and it is probable that they are
present in numbers until cold weather sets in.

The canneries are practically in full operation about one month, as the redfish
run is over by July 20 to 25, and during this time they present a busy scene; every
one is worked to his full eapacity, and nothing is thought of, talked of, dreamed of,
but fish. The hands of the clock are moved ahead in the morning, righted at noon,
and moved back in the evening to gain time; work starts by 3 in the morning, and
the bathroom is frequently not cleaned up, if it is cleaned at all, until 10 and 11 at
night. The employees appear weary; the Chinese, never very robust-looking, seem
to drag along as though they would drop in their tracks. The tinned fish, after cool-
ing, ave stacked in great warehouses, for there is no time to lacquer, label, and box,
as the energy of the whole force is concentrated in putting fish into tin cans and
sealing them. The leaky cans accumulate, as the menders can not keep up with the
work, rvesulting in a large percentage of do-overs. At last, when the force is about
exhausted, a respite comes; the run slacks and there is a sigh of relief by all except
the superintendent, who swears that he has not packed enough, though every can .
may be filled. The relief is only temporary, however; the lacquering, labeling, test-
ing, and hoxing must now be done, and there is a rush for the final clean up, all
being eager to take their departure. While the Chinese are engaged in lacquering,
ete., the fishermen and the beach gangs are pulling up the traps, drying and storing
the nets, hauling out the fishing boats, and loading the transport vessels. When the
cargo is on hoard, lighters, scows, and tenders are hauled out-and put under cover,
the doors are closed, the watchman takes charge, and the ships sail away with the
pack and the human freight.

Cannery men expect to he ‘“cleaned up” in this district by the middle of August.

CANS IN BRISTOL BAY.

On account of the short time intervening between the arrival of the cannery ship
and the beginning of the runs it is impracticable to carry the tin plate and make all -
the cans by hand on the working ground, according to the practice in the other dis-
tricts. Until recent years all the cans were transported. At the present time 30 to
40 per cent are made at the canneries and the rest are carried from the home port.
It was noticed that some of these were rusty, and upon inquiry it was learned that
many were in this condition, caused probably by being packed in boxes made of
green lumber,

Can-making machines are now being installed, and the latest pattern seems to work
well, so that the day-is not far distant when the cans will be made from day to day as
they are wanted. This will effect considerable saving in labor, in storage room, and
mjury in handling. Besides, the machine-made can is better than the one made by
hand. It has fewer defects, fewer leaks, and consequently there are fewer do-overs.
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CHINESE.

An account of the Chinese cannery labor in the other Alaska salmon districts is
given in the 1897 report, page 23, and it does not differ materially here.

- The arrangement for the employment of Chinese is made through the labor agen-
cies of the large cities, principally in San Francisco. They work under a ‘“ boss” of
their own, who guarantees each man a certain amount for the season. They do all the
work in connection with the pack. They receive the uncleaned fish at the bins and
deliver them canned, lacquered, and labeled, in cases, at the other end of the cannery.
The packing company transports the Chinese to the field of work and carries them to
the home port at the end of the season; it provides them with a bunk house and
furnishes fuel, water,and salt. The *‘ boss” supplies the Chinese ‘‘ chow,” but during
the height of the season they also receive some food from the white mess.

The Chinese contract this year (1900), in Bristol Bay, was 45 cents per case for
machine-filled and 60 cents per case for hand-filled pack. A certain number of cases
are guaranteed in the contract, which must be paid for whether packed or not, and
if the pack runs over the guaranty the extras are paid for at the same rate. On
the other hand, they are under contract to pack a certain number per day if the fish
‘be on hand; and if they are unable to do so the supm intendent may employ extra
hands and charge them against the Chinese ¢ boss.”

These hands are usually very satisfactory, but in 1900, on account of the scarcity
of labor all over our country, particularly on the west coast, an inferior class of
Chinese was obtained in many canneries, and there was great complaint. At one
three-filler cannery visited, and rated at 2,400 cases capacity per day, 1,900 cases
was the largest number that could be made, and this number only by the greatest
effort. It was noticed that the Chinese appeared weak, and many seemed ill; in fact,
the sick list was large, and it required much persuasion to turn them to work in
the morning. The Chinese bosses in several instances could not fill the quota with
their own kind and substituted some Japanese coolies, which complicated matters
materially. At one cannery, usually employing 300 Chinese, there were 250 of that
nationality and 50 Japanese These latter were not only lazy and worthless, but
were constantly raising a disturbance. Of the two classes the Chinese are greatly
preferred. It must be remembered, however, that the work in Bristol Bay is very
trying, the season is short, the working hOlllb are long, and the laborer is on a
constant rush from the time of landing until the pack is loaded.

The most arduous work in a cannery falls upon the butchers and fish-cleaners
and the bathroom men. The former are on their feet during the long hours of each
day, standing in slush and gurry, and suffer much with swelled feet and ankles, while
the latter are on the constant move and are the last to clean up at night. The men
that work at the lye tanks, with the hot spluttering lye splashing over them, have no

sinecure.
NATIVE LABOR.

The canneries gladlv employ every native who is willing to work; nay, more,
they seek for this labor in the villages and offer every 1nducement for them to work,
and would employ many more if they could be obtained and were reliable. This is
not done for charity’s sake—the canneries are not in the field for that purpose, though
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they are far from being uncharitable—hut because the labor is needed, particularly
when the rush is on, and for which profitable provision can not otherwise be made.

When the cannery ships arrive in the spring the native, having struggled through
a long, severe winter, is hungry and has many wants. He greets the cannery ship
with childish glee and wishes work. It is given him, his hunger is appeased from
the overflowing cannery table, his daily wages soon supply the few Juxuries he desires,
and then he no longer cares for work. Why should he work? Hunger no longer
worries him, his immediate wants arve satisfied, and he has no others!

The condition of native labor is the same here, among the Eskimo, as it is in
other sections of Alaska, to which feature reference was made in the former report;

Eskimo women cleaning salmon.
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piling cans who were not more than 6 years of age, and who received 50 cents a day.
They demand and receive their wages daily.

Formerly the wage of adult males was $1.50 per day, but in the early part of this
season a ‘‘walking delegate,” in the shape of a ‘‘tyone” (chief), appeared at the can-
neries and the natives struck for $2 and promptly got it.

Money seems to have no value to the native except to satisfy his immediate wants,
and the traders cater to their taste for gewgaws by supplying them with things for
which they have no use. They bave a fancy for cuckoo clocks and watches, though
they can not read the time; cheap jewelry and perfume; and a silk dress is more than
tempting. One woman was noticed wearing the usual skin trousers and boots, and
over all a velvetine dress, well tucked up, and as greasy as if it had been soaked in a
pot of rancid oil. As before mentioned, the canneries supply board to all the natives
employed; the food is abundant to the point of wastefulness; it is of excellent qual-
ity, well cooked, in large variety, and given with a generous hand; none need go
hungry; even the hundreds of sled dogs from the villages greet the cannery ships,
gather around the canneries during the season, and grow fat, sleek, lazy, and good
natured. : :

Of the large supplies of food carried up in the spring a considerable quantity
usually remains over when the cannery closes. This is stored at some of the can-
neries and the watchman is instructed to distribute food in case of distress.

A large amount of salmon is cured by the natives for their own use and for the
dog supply during the winter. These fish are caught with the greatest ease. A
small piece of condemned gill net is obtained from a cannery and is stretched between
poles planted in line from high to low. water mark.  When the tide falls the net is
frequently so full of fish that they can not all be utilized. Nets were noticed in which
it appeared as if nearly every mesh held a fish, and others were seen in which the
meshed fish were decaying, the natives being too lazy to remove them in proper time.
(See plate 1x.)

There can be no doubt that the canneries have benefited the native by adding to
his physical comfort. The fish supply for his use has not been reduced; on the con-
trary, the cannery has placed in the hands of the native a means for taking fish far
superior to anything he ever dreamed of, and if he is willing to work he can earn
money and procure civilized comforts. Whether his contact with the fishermen and
Chinese during their yearly visits adds anything to his moral well-being is a question,
but he suffers no more here than natives do in all parts of the world when they come
in contact with our civilization.

At Nushagak a large number of tyones called on board to pay their respects to
the commanding officer. In answer to an inquiry, they said they had no complaints
to make and they were satisfied with the surrounding conditions.

CANNERY WASTE.

The waste in the Bristol Bay district is strikingly large, due, in the first place,
to the greater abundance of fish, and, secondly, to the necessity for rushing the pack
on account of the short season. To the novice who is accustomed to see fish only in
a market, where salmon are sold at from 10 to 20 cents per pound, this waste is the
first thing to impress him. It is probably within the limit when it is said that the
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waste in this distriet for the present year is not under 50,000 cases of redfish alone.
The waste here referred to is in marketable salmon, and does not include other fishes
wasted in the traps or nets. It runs through the whole process, from the time the
fish are captured until the last tapping test is made.

The largest waste probably comes from holding the fish until they are unfit to
pack and then throwing them away. This may occur at the traps, in the tenders, or
in the fish-bins. Many are lost in passing from fishing boat to receiving scow; others
again in pewing from scow to fish-house. In this district only three cuts are made, the
end pieces being thrown away; then comes the waste in machines, which, including
the loss of the tail pieces, is 32 per cent greater thun with a careful hand-filled pack.

The do-overs should also be considered waste, though they reach consumers in
out-of-the-way places. A certain percentage is unavoidable, but in a well-conducted
establishment this should not exceed 1% per cent. In this district it is over 4 per cent.

In front of every cannery in this district, and along the beaches for several
miles, thousands of dead fish are seen. Usually the tide serves well and carries other
thousands away, but sometimes the wind is unfavorable and winrows of decaying
fish, a hundred feet in width, along the beach, testify to the enormous waste during
a canning season. '

There is another source of waste that may be mentioned, which consists of the
king salmon, the finest salmon that swims the Pacific waters. This species does not
run abundantly anywhere in Alaska. Anaverage of less than 8,000 cises are packed in
the Bristol Bay district, of which all but a fe'v hundred are packed on the Nushagak.
They run, however, in a scattering way in all the rivers where packing is done.
Very few are canned after July 1, for the entire energy is then bent upon the redfish.
As a few king salmon are taken every day during the season in the traps and nets,
the bellies of those not used on the cannery table are cut out and salted for private
use, and the remainder of the fish is frequently thrown away. Great, beautiful fishes,
weighing from 25 to 40 pounds, from which the bellies had been removed, were seen
at several places lying on the beach, to be carried away by the tide or consumed by
the birds.

POUNDS OF LIVE FISH TO THE CASE.

In Southeast Alaska and in Prince William Sound, where redfish are not plentiful
all parts are utilized and carefully packed. Upon investigating this subject in 1897
(see report, p. 31), it was concluded that, if care were taken, from 65 to 68 pounds
of live fish would make a liberal case of 48 1-pound tins, depending somewhat upon
the size of the fish. In a certain locality this year conditions made it possible to
make a comparison hetween machine-filled cans and a hand pack, and it may be of
interest on account of what has been said under the subject of waste. '

A small cannery that made a very careful hand pack this season by using the
whole fish averaged 8.3 redfish to the case. Near by is a larger cannery making a
machine pack and using fish from the same stream. By making three cuts and reject-
ing the tail pieces this cannery averaged 11 redfish to the case. Thirty-three redfish
taken in one haul of the ship’s seine averaged 8.25 pounds, and 30 redfish from the
cannery bin averaged 7.5 pounds, giving a mean of 7.875. Using these factors, it will
be seen that in the hand pack 65.3 pounds of fish were used to the case, the same
amount as shown in my previous investigation, while in the machine pack 86.6 pounds
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were used, an increase of 32.5 per cent. It should be noted, however, that in the
latter the tail pieces were rejected, but were packed under a separate brand.

Inquiry made of cannerymen in the Bristol Bay district shows that it was gen-
erally conceded that it took from 80 to 85 pounds of live redfish to make & case in
this district. It is my own opinion that if the waste from all sources be considered,
at least 100 pounds of live redfish are used, destroyed, or wasted for every case
of this species of salmon packed in this district.

INFLUENCE OF WINDS ON MOVEMENTS OF FISH.

So far as observations have been made it has been noticed that salmon in inland
waters, and upon approaching them, swim at a depth estimated at from 6 to 12 feet
below the surface, and that they favor a course with the wind: in approaching fresh
water. At Koggiung, Naknek, and Egegak the southwest winds bring an abundance
of fish during the run. At Ugashik the southwest winds are best, but northwest
winds also are favorable, while on the Nushagak it is claimed that south and south-
east winds give the best results in the fisheries. Upon examining a chart it will be
noticed that these directions of winds are over the sea and toward the several locali-
ties mentioned. As before noted, in midsummer the weather over the land in the
Bristol Bay district is frequently quite warm and sunny, often too warm to keep the
fish in good condition very long. It is claimed that cold weather, with light rain,
gives the most favorable conditions for the successful operation of a cannery.

SALTING.

Every cannery in Bristol Bay, or, if more than one: cannery in a locality is
operated under one management, then every group of canneries, is fitted for salting
salmon. When the fish run in such numbers that the cannery can not utilize all, the
surplus goes to the salting tanks. Practically all the fish used in this manner are red-
fish, of which 16,778 barrels were salted in 1900 and in addition 558 barrels of king
salmon,

During 1900 there was but one saltery operated solely as such in this distriet. It
is situated on the Nushagak and had an output of 7,186 barrels of redfish and 536
barrels of king saulmon for the season.

It is claimed that if salmon are dry-salted in kenches, and then boxed or barreled,
they will become rusty, though this method was practiced in several instances in
Soucheast Alaska this year. The usual method in Alaska is to salt the fish down in
wooden tanks or vats, and leave them until they are thoroughly shrunk and the water
in them has been replaced by brine. They may then be washed out at any time and
resalted into barvels.

It is very difficult to obtain correct salting statistics, but the following, taken from
the books of the Merchants’ Exchange at San Francisco, may at least show the varia-

tions in different years.
Total pack of Alaska salt salmon.

Barrels, Barrels,
1880 tanreiiae ettt er et ae e aeaaans 6,930 D 2 P A 14,234
1 13,417 IBO0 ca vttt atane et aiia i aa e e anaan 7,700
B 8,013 L P 16,127
1802 et ea e i 17, 896 B N 18,718
. P 21,290 B P s 22,872

b 29, 096 1900« e et eaaenaireaeeanaiettreiaaereaaaraans 17,687
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Formerly from 46 to 47 redfish were counted as making a full barrel of 200
pounds of the salted product in this district. Inquiry at different places this season
showed that the number ranged from 48 to 52 redfish to the barrel. The largest
saltery averages 50 redfish, 50 cohoes, or 14 king salmon to the barrel.

For other saltery notes reference is made to my former report, page 21.

CANNERIES AND CANNERY METHODS.

In my former report this subject was fully referred to and described, and it is
not my intention to indulge in useless repetition; but since my last inspection many
other canneries have been visited and considerable time has been spent in observing
the processing of the fish. Some new ‘‘ wrinkles” have been noted which, though
possibly of minor importance, may be of interest.

The general methods are quite similar in all canneries, though the arrangement
of buildings and machinery, the amount of the latter, and the detailed appliances
differ materially. There seems to be no standard; a cannery is built and arranged
according to the individual ideas of its superintendent, and no two appear to be alike,
except a few built by one company, which all seem badly arranged. It is rather
surprising that some model cannery is not constructed as an object lesson.

1t is not my intention to lay out a plan for a cannery, but simply to make a few
suggestions and point out special features which may improve them. A cannery
building should have an abundance of light, be thoroughly ventilated, well drained, -
whitewashed inside, and washed down with a steam hose every working day. A
three-filler cannery should have a width of at least 50 feet, and the length should
correspond to the machines used in processing, giving ample room, so that the cans
may go uninterruptedly throughout the whole length of the bhuilding. - If the ground
will not admit a building long enough to have the bathroom on the extension, the
the latter, with the boilers, may be located in an ell. From the door where the fish
are received to the bathroom, except the mending tables, there should be nothing
but the machinery and appurtenances for processing the fish. A second floor may
be necessary over the filling machines for the storage of cans and for the purpose of
feeding them from an elevation, but it were better to feed with a traveler and leave
the roof clear for skylights and ventilation. If, however, a second floor is insisted
upon, it should be double-layed, one course diagonal, to keep out infiltration of dust
and dirt over the machines. A separate two-story building, parallel with the cannery,
and joining it by a platform at least 40 feet wide, should be erected for a warehouse,
the platform to be used for a cooling space.

The fish-house should he over the water at all stages of the tide, so that boats and
lighters may discharge at any time, and the muck and gurry be carried away by the
current. The other buildings, mess-houses, hunk-houses, etc., should be placed con-
veniently, having due regard for protection from fire.

A very convenient rigging for transferring fish from the boats to the fish-house
was noticed at a cannery where there 1s a large rise and fall of tide, uncovering a
flat in front of the building. An inclined plane led from the side of the fish-house to
below the low-water mark, and a car operated by cable and steam traversed the plane.
The fishing boats hauled on either side at all stages of the tide and, lying at the same
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level, tallied the catch into the car, which, when full, was run to the fish-house and
unloaded by dumping.

At another cannery, where fish are conveyed to the cannery by steam tenders, an
inclined plane was used, extending to deep water, having the end V-shaped, admitting
the cannery steamer into the V and allowing her to discharge from either side. In
this case the filled cars were run over an elevation into the bins and then dumped.

In a locality where the conditions did not permit the fish-house to be located over
the water at low tide, and where the cannery supply of runsing water was large, an
immense hopper was built under the floor, with an inclined trough, through, which
the gurry was washed by a constant stream.

In a few canneries it was noticed that cach fish-cleaning table had a spray of
water from several jets playing over it, thus washing off the blood and gurry. This
feature might be more extensively copied, as it promotes cleanliness in a place which
is never too clean or free from odor.

At several canncries a neat and satisfactory contrivance was seen in operation
for transporting fish from the fish-house tosthe cannery, which consisted of a shallow
trough having for its bottom an endless chain of buckets. As a neat addition, a
spray, formed by a perforated pipe about 8 feet long and suspended over the buckets,
washed the fish while passing under it.

A new solderer was noticed, having, instead of the endless cham to give motion
to the cans, a metal spiral running the length of the machine and revolving on an
axle through the center. Each loop grasped a can and followed it to the end, thus
giving the cans the proper motion and preventing them from rolling side by side and
lapping the solder over the ends, as is frequently the case with the chain machines.

An effective contrivance was seen by which the can, after leaving the solderer,
~ was turned upon an endless belt so as to permit the solder to set into the top, and
carried upright for a distance of about 20 feet, when it was again turned on its side
automatically and rolled under the cooling spray. New retorts with quick closing
doors were also seen. ’

The Alaska Packers Association sent several fish-cleaning machines into the field
for trial, but none was seen in operation. It is understood, however, that one, the
invention of William Munn, the superintendent of their cannery at Alitak Bay, has
been perfected after several trials, and is said to work so satisfactorily that a number
are now under construction for the season of 1901. If a machine for fish-cleaning
can be successfully operated it will be a great boon to the canneries.

Can-making machines are now being extensively introduced by the Alaska
Packers Association, and the season of 1901 will probably see all their canneries
equipped with these machines. A set consists of one cutter, which cuts the sheet
tin into exact lengths for the bodies; one body-maker, which forms the body, makes
the seam, and solders it; one topper and one solderer, both of which are of the same
form as those used in the canner y. In the can-making department there are also
dies operated by steam for cutting tops and bottoms and an extra one for cutting
floats—the small piece of tin used inside the can under the top to keep the vent clear
in processing. The feed for the plate in the body-maker seems to be the most imper-
fect paxt of the machine, causing frequent jams; hut even allowing for delays due to
these jams, a set will turn out an average of fifty cans a minute.
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BRANDING SALMON.

Attempts have been made at different points on the Pacitic coast to mark salmon,
and it would be interesting if the facts in all cases were recorded as well as the results.
It is well known that at several points young salmon have been marked by cutting
oft the fleshy (adipose) fin; but, unfortunately, this seems to be the only method
offering any facility for marking these fishes, and if all localities adopt the same
system but little benefit will be derived.

My attention has, on several occasions, been invited to so-called marked fish other
than those from which the fleshy fin had heen removed, and it may be of some inter-
est to give a brief description of them. In 1897 it was called to a mark on the gill
cover of a redfish at Uyak. The mark was elliptical in shape, with three-fourths inch
and one-half inch as the respective major and minor axes; the edge appeared milleq,
and there were some blurred marks around the inner cirele, while in the center there
was a design which might be taken for a crown surmounting a sphere. At San
Francisco, in the office of the Alaska Packers Association, a similar mark, also on
the gill cover, is preserved in alcohol. This year, on the Nushagak, a mark of the
same kind, though less distinct, was seen on the gill cover of a humpback. My first
impression was that these marks had been made by a coin, but this would be imprac- .
ticable unless.-made on an adult fish. It is my belief now that the mark is that of
some parasite which had become firmly attached to the gill cover and left its impres-
sion. This year two redfish were taken on the Nushagak that had the dorsal-fin rays
entirely removed and the skin was apparently joined smoothly over the back.

One fish was taken in the same locality with an impression.resembling an M or a
W, 1% inches square on its side; and another with the same letter, and a scroll drawn
out from the end. At Koggiung two fish were taken with the M or W marks, and
one with H W or M H. These marks were midway on the side of the tish, brown
in color, and apparently the scales were wanting in the wake of the lines, which had
the appearance of having heen traced with an iron. It is doubtful if young fish can
be marked in this manner, and the suggestion is offered that it is possible that the
marks may have been produced by the fish lying on a piece of webbing in the hottom
of the boat, and that the fish piled on top may, under proper conditions, have fur-
nished sufficient pressure to form the marks.

OTHER SALMON STREAMS IN BERING SEA.

The question is frequently asked whether there are any streams in Bering Sea,
other than those of the Bristol Bay region, which carry salmon that may be utilized
for commercial purposes. To this no definite reply can be made for the reason that
other factors enter into the proposition hesides the one of an abundance of salmon.
Accessibility is an important factor; feasibility in making a catch, length of season,
and climatic conditions are others. It is customary, hefore building a cannery in a
new locality, to thoroughly prospect it fivst. A saltery is often maintained for sev-
eral seasons and the values of the streams ascertained. It is known that salmon of
different species run in numbers in the rivers on the American side, as far north as
the Noatak, which empties into Kotzehue Sound, and it is probable that other rivers
emptying into the Arctic Ocean also carry salmon.
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The Nushagak is the northernmost river now fished for commercial purposes; to
the westward of it is the Togiak, emptying into Kululak Bay, between Cape Con-
stantine and Cape Newenham. The Alaska Packers Association prospected this
river by maintaining a saltery near its mouth for two years, seusons of 1895 and
1896, and then abandoned it as unprofitable.

The next large river to the northward is the Kuskokwim, which, so far as known,
is not accessible to vessels. The tides in this river are far greater than on the
Nushagak, and the entrance is choked with banks and shoals. The census report of
1890 states, page 101:

But a few miles to the northward of Quinhaghamiut [which is 55 mlles to the northward of
Goodnews Bay, according to the same report] is the present limit of navigation for seagoing crafts, at
the mouth of the Kuskokwim, and even that point is reached with difficulty and at considerable rigk,
owing to shoals of unknown extent and shifting channels; and as at this point the anchorage is entirely
exposed to prevailing winds and sea, the Kuskokwim River can scarcely be considered open to com-
merce. At present but one vessel a year runs in when the indications are favdrable to discharge a
cargo of goods sent up for the Kuskokwim trade by the Alaska Commercial Company.

The census report of 1880, in relation to salmon on the Kuskokwim, states:

Altogether these people would be in a sorry plight indeed were it not for the abundant supply of
salmon during the summer. * * * They all flock together on the banks of the Kuskokwim and
fairly line the river with fish traps and drying frames, or poles, and from the beginning of June to the
month of August the traps are constantly being emptied and filled again. The quantity of fish secured
during the season is very great, even in proportion to the nuinber of inhabitants, but when we con-
sider the wasteful habit of drying the fish until only a amall fraction of the original substance remains
it can not astonish us to hear the natives compla'n of an insufficient supply. Over 4,000 people lay in
the winter supply for themselves and for their dogs during a few months of summer, but it is safe to
state that with a more economical mode of preserving the fish four times the number could live in
comfort within the same space.

In the next stretch to the northward there are doubtless other rivers carrying
salmon, but of these there seems to be no information, until we arrive at the Yukon,
and here no exact data is obtainable. The census report of 1880 states, page 11:

The ice came down the Yukon in such magses and in such profusion that it grounded in the
deltoid mouth in the month of July so as to form a barrier against the running of the salimon.

Again, in reference to the Yukon, page 73:

We know that the run of the various species of salmon is very large, though not extended over a
large period, and also that a large proportion of the catch is preserved by the wasteful process of drying
only. * * * Agfarasthe Eskimo race has extended its settlements on the banks of the river, to
a distance of from 200 to 300 miles from the sea, the fish-traps already described lie on both banks; but
as the mode of fishing affects only such fish as ascend the stream along the banks and eddies, the
number of salmon which complete their journey of reproduction without meeting any obstacles must
exceed by far the number secured by the natives. In view of the immense width and depth of the
river, it seems very doubtful whether any of this immense mass of fish could be secured by fishermen,
even were they provided with all the appliances now in use on the Columbia River, in Oregon, and the
Sacramento, in California.

This great river we know is not accessible to any seagoing vessel, as none but
those of the shallowest draft can enter.

In reference to rivers farther north, quoting from the census report of 1880:

Of the consumption of fish along the Arctic coast of Alaska to the northward of Bering Straits, no
reliable data are accessible. The people subsist to a greater extent upon seals, walrus, and the meat of
whales. The run of salmon in the few larger rivers is necessarily short, and the fish are much smaller
than we find them to the southward; the natives, however, manage to put up during the brief summer
a small supply of dried salmon and whitefish.

. F. C. B, 1901—13
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All the northern rivers probably carry-large numbers of salmon, but, owing to
their inaccessibility and the shortness of the season, it is doubtful if there is any
locality on the American side of Bering Sea, except the Bristol Bay region, where
commercial salmon fishing can be profitably conducted until salmon become very
scarce. On the Asiatic side, so far as my inquiry extends, the rivers carry the same
species of salmon as on the American side, and the fisheries each year are being
extended. Large numbers of salmon are dry-salted on the Amur River and shipped
to Japan. The Russian Seal-Skin Company, which has large concessions covering
eastern Siberia, including Kamchatka, is extending its fisheries year by year. On
our recent visit to Kamchatka information was obtained at Petropaulski, from their
Russian manager, to the effect that they have been exporting salt salmon for the last
three or four years and have now 25 fishing stations, 9 in the Sea of Okhotsk, 9 in
the Bay of Avatcha, 4 on the approaches to that bay, and 3 on the outer coast in the
vicinity of Cape- Tschipunski. The company employs, distributed amongst these
stations, 500 Japanese fishermen, who, with their sampans, nets, etc., are brought
from Hakodate in the spring and returned there in the fall. The fish are dry-salted,
packed in wooden crates of about 120 pounds each, and find a ready market in Japan.
In 1899 the company shipped 900,000 salmon. It was the intention of this company
to erect a cannery in Avatcha Bay during the year 1900, for operation in 1901.

It was stated that Kamchatka River carried an abundance of salmon of all species;
but it is understood that the locality has not been prospected and the commercial
value is therefore unknown. Probably all the Kamchatka rivers carry salmon.

The Albatross arrived in Bristol Bay July 5, making an anchorage off Cape Grey,
the northern entrance point to Ugashik, but, being unable to comriunicate on account
of unfavorable weather, we proceeded the following day to Nushagak Bay, making
an anchorage off Protection Point. Expecting to obtain the services of a pilot, but
no one appearing, communication was opened with the canneries, some 25 miles dis-
tant. On July 8, Mr. P. H. Johnson, the superintendent of all the Alaska Packers
Association canneries on the Nushagak, came on board and kindly piloted the vessel
to an anchorage in 3% fathoms, at low water, off the cannery of the Alaska Packing
Company; this is the upper cannery on the western shore, immediately below the
junction of the Nushagak and Wood rivers. Here it was learned that it was imprac-
ticable to carry the Albatross, on account of her draft, to the canneries on the Kvichak
and vicinity, and, as a cannery tender was about to leave for that section, the com-
manding officer and two assistants took passage on her and left that day for Kvichak
Bay. In no other way could this investigation have heen carried on so effectively
and in so short a time, and my thanks are due to Mr. Johnson, not only for this
courtesy, but for others extended to myself and the officers of this vessel.

NAVIGATION NOTES.

Until a proper survey of the Bristol Bay region has been made, it must be
regarded by mariners as a dangerous locality to navigate; it is only by the greatest
vigilance and constant use of the lead that disaster can be avoided upon approach-
ing the land. This is especially true of the northern arms and approaches, which
receive the waters of the great salmon streams on which all the Bering Sea canneries
are located. These rivers are the Egashak, Wood, and Nushagak, emptying into
Nushagak. Bay; the Kvichak, Lockenuck, Naknek, and Egegak, which empty into
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Kvichak Bay; and the Ugashik next to the southward of the Kgegak. 'These rivers
are large, and discharge a great quantity of water into wide indentations, locally
still retaining the name of rivers, which open on the arms of the great bay. The banks
of -the rivers are frequently marshy, generally muddy, and the discolored water is
charged with a large amount of sediment, which, when deposited, forms the dangers
to be encountered.

. On account of the funnel-shaped configuration, the tidal currents run with great

force, having a velocity, at times, of at least 6 knots, and a rise and fall of from 18
to 24 feet; vast areas of shoals are uncovered at low water, leaving only pools and
_ shallows, with generally narrow channels between. Navigation in the arms and
approaches is only successfully accomplished at, or near, high water, even by those -
thoroughly acquainted with the channels.
" From a point about 3 miles to the westward of Cape Grey, the Albatross kept
along the coast, at a distance of 6 to 8 miles, for 25 miles, and then steered a course
to clear the shoals off Cape Constantine. Acorn Peak was made and mistaken for
Nichols Hills, but before the latter were well made out we were inside the shoals, as
indicated on Coast Survey chart No. 8800, and Cape Constantine was in sight from
aloft. After bringing Nichols Hills on a bearing WNW., as advised in the sailing
directions, the course was laid for them and an anchorage made in 8 fathoms at low
water, with Point Protection bearing SSW., distant 24 miles. This anchorage,
according to directions, is not considered a good one, and, according to the cannery
people, should not be selected.

It is regretted that, as our visit to the Nubhagak was for only a few days in
connection Wlth the specml fishery investigation, exact directions can not be given
for the navigation of these waters, but, from inguiry and my own limited experience,
the following notes may be of service to others. No regular survey has yet been
made of this locality. The published charts are not based upon surveys, but are
compilations from all avajlable sources, for the most part from sketches, and at best
from reconnoissances, so that they should by no means be strictly followed. The
mariner must regard these charts as maps and a general guide only.

*“Nichols Hills,” as indicated on Coast Survey chart No. 8800, and on others, is
very misleading. There are no high isolated hills in the vicinity. A line of high
bluffs from Egashak River border this shore to the southward, fringed by a narrow
belt of marsh, and about 4 miles northwest from Protection Point these bluffs are
broken on top into mounds which are the Nichols Hills, locally known as The Knolls.
Under average conditions they do not afford a leading mark, as stated, for guidance
from seaward, as they rise but little above the bluff line, and it is not believed they
can be made out by a stranger in time to avoid the dangers off Cape Constantine.

About 2 miles northwest from Point Protection the bluffs referred to break away
to the westward, and are lost on approaching the beach 2 miles south from the same
point. Point Protection and its vicinity for several miles is low and marshy, with an
occasional low mound and hillock. The flagstaff and pilot station no longer exist.
The old Eskimo who formerly piloted the cannery vessels is dead, and a hut i
ruins and a grave are all that is left to mark the formersite. There are no inhabitants
in the vicinity. The nearest village is Ekuk, 15 miles to the northward, on the
castern side of the bay. :
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The coast between Cape Constantine and Point Protection is generally low.
The interior is rolling, broken into high mounds, ponds, and marshes.

Very little is known of the extent of shoal water off Cape Constantine. It is
probable that the bottom is much broken and lumpy off the whole entrance to the
bay. The Albatross, two hours before low water, had several soundings of 5 fathoms,
well outside of the bay, in what is considered to be the best water.

On May 20, 1898, the Alaska Packers Association cannery ship Sterling, with
the spring outfit for Koggiung on board, was lost on the shoals about 5 miles to the
southward of Cape Constantine. At the point where the vessel struck, Cape Con-
stantine and Point Protection are in range.

At Point Etolin there is a line of low bluffs, which at three points shows a bald
yellowish face, the highest to the westward. The land in this vicinity is generally
low. It is said the shoal off Point Etolin does not extend as far offshore as indicated
on Coast Survey chart No. 8800. The cannery tendersin 1unning from the Nushagak
to the Kvichak usually round Point Etolin by the lead, keeping in 3 or 4 fathoms of
water, which they expect to find about 4 miles from the shore.

It i is my opinion that a vessel bound for the Nushagak should make Cape Grey,
the northern entrance point to the Ugashik, which is high and easily recognized,
and from this position take her departure and shape the course for the entrance,
favoring the Etolin side in preference to the Cape Constantine side, and using the
lead constantly in approaching these shoals. A vessel should arrive in the entrance
of the bay midway between Point Protection and Point Etolin, and from this posi-
tion a course northwest for a distance of 5 miles will carry outside the lower bar,
where a stranger must anchor and communicate for a pilot.. Judgment must be used
in making allowance for tidal currents, and it is needless to say that the right arm
of the navigator in this region is the lead. :

The following notes, made upon leaving the Nushagak, may be of service. A
vessel bound out should leave the upper anchorage two hours before high water, so
as to have the best water on the bars. The Albatross left the anchors age at the upper
cannery at high water and followed the western shore, at a distance of 300 or 400
yards, to the lower cannery on the same side (Bristol Bay Canning Company). After
rounding the point below this cannery, the distance from shore was increased to avoid
a spit making out from the first valley beyond the point, on which the bark Wildwood
was lost. Having passed the spit, the western shore was kept well on board, making
allowances for the beach that uncovers at low water. A short distance above Coffee
Point the Albatross laid a course SSE. § E. for 2.3 miles, then SE. # E. for 1.1 miles,
which carried over what is known as ‘‘The Cross-over” and to Clark Point. The
eastern shore was then followed at a distance of one-quarter to one-half mile, and on
arriving off Ekuk we hauled sharp across the river bar on a course SW. This course
was kept until the cannery at Clark Point came on with the second depression in the
distant blue ridge to the northward, and the right tangent of the ridge on the south
side of the Egashak River came on with the left tangent of the first high mountain
of the ridge beyond the low land. The course was then changed to SE. 4 S., and
after running about 3% miles the outer har was crossed.

The- Albatross made the shoal water of the outer bar on the following bearings:
Clark Point, N. by W.; Nichols Hills, S. by W.; right tangent of bluff south of the
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Egashak River, W. § N.  From the outer bar the cannery vessels are said to steer
SE. by 8. to sea. The Albatross, with an ebb tide, steered SE. until clear of all
shoals, and then laid her sea course. On a sketch made of this locality by the Afba-
tross in 1890, a few additions have been noted and the approximate track of the
Albatross in July, 1900, has been plotted, all of which may be of service.

The following observations were made, using an artificial horizon:

Lrotection Point.—Latitude, 58° 27 north, 5 sets circum-meridian altitudes.
Longitude, 158° 42' 19" west, mean of 15 post-meridian altitudes.

Upper cannery, Alaska Packing Company, 150 yards southwest of cannery build-
ing.—Latitude, 59° 00’ 22" north, 2 circum-meridian and 1 meridian altitude. Long-
itude, 158° 29’ 22" west, mean of ante-meridian and post-meridian sights. Variation,
by compass declinometer, 23° 20’ E,

From three days’ observations, near neap tides, at the upper cannery, the
approximate establishment is 0 h. 59 m.; approximate rise and fall, 21.55 feet. But
as the former observations 'of the Albatross were probably for a longer series, that
data has been retained on the chart, viz, local establishment, approximate, 0 h. 53 m.;
rise and fall, approximate, 24 feet.

NUSHAGAK RIVER (TAHLEKUK).

This river, with its headwaters and tributaries, is not well known, and but
little definite information could be obtained at the cunneries, where it is locally
referred to as the Main River. The system drains the hills and mountains between
lakes Clark and Tliamna on the east and the Kuskokwim on the west. Above
Kakwok, about 50 miles from the mouth, it veceives a tributary from the westward
which is the outlet of Lake Tikchik, and possibly a chain of lakes extending toward
the Kuskokwim. This lake is by some referred to as Lake Nushagak, but the main
river seems to extend to the northeast, where it has many tributaries and is known
as the Mulchutna. According to the census report of 1890, page 92—

The watershed between the Nushagak Valley and the Iliamna Basin is low and dotted with lakes
and ponds, the general characteristics of these slopes being the same near the divide. ¥ * % The
whole Nushagak, or, better, Tahlekuk River Valley, including Tikchik River and Lake, is densely
wooded with trees not more than a foot in diameter, which, however, increase in size as the upper
courses are reached, so that on the Mulchutna and the Kokhtuli (Forest) rivers exceptionally large
‘trees may be found in numbers.

The river on its lower course is large, and flows a great quantity of water into
the head of Nushagak Bay, where it forms a junction with Wood River.

Fishing on the Nushagak is carried on entirely by traps and gill nets, and, for
king salmon, commences from June 6 to 16, depending upon the season; at the large
canneries fishing for this species is finished by June 80. They run scatteringly
throughout the whole season, but after the redfish come in in abundance, the King-
salmon gear is taken in and those found in the traps and the stray ones taken in nets
are used fresh; the surplus bellies salted are for private use. The smaller canneries,
however, pack the king whenever a sufficient number accumulate to make a few cases.

The redfish run in sufficient numbers to commence packing from June 16 to 20,
and they are expected to run until July 20 to 25. This year the redfish run was so
large that the gill-netters were limited. It is said that they supplied nearly all the
fish, and of the number packed only 20 per cent were taken from traps.
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Occasionally there are a large number of dog salmon, and in the early part of
the season, before the redfish run strong enough to keep the full force employed,
some axe packed under pink-label brands. Scattering dog salmon are taken through-
out the season. There is a prejudice against these fish, caused, it is believed, by the
name. The sea run, in my opinion, is a very good fish, and many are consumned
fresh every year, but not under that name.

At intervals of several years there is a large run of humpbacks, but so little
attention is paid to this species that the date of the run is not available, but, approxi-
mately, from the middle of July to the middle of August covers the period.

Cohoes are not plentiful, and are not regularly packed. Occasionally a bunch is
captured large enough to induce the canner to turn the machinery on a few hundred
cases. They usually commence to run early in August, and continue after the can-
nery is closed, probably until after cold weather sets in.

There are no steetheads and no sturgeon. Trout are plentiful, and occasionally
a shad has been taker so it is said; sole and smelt also are taken.

WOOD RIVER AND ALEKNAGIK LAKE.

The commanding officer examined the river for a distance of 15 miles, and Liéu-
tenant Rodman, with the steam launch, made a running sketch of the viver and lake.
It is from Lieutenant Rodman’s notes that the following remarks are largely written,
and reference is made to the sketch accompanying the report.

Wood River empties into the head of Nuspagak Bay at its junction with the
Nushagak River, about 14 miles above the cannery of the Alaska Packing Company.
The mouth is much obstructed by shoals and flats, making the entrance difficult at
low water, even for small boats, without local knowledge. Its length to the lake
entrance is about 24 miles; the width at the mouth is about three-fourths mile, and
thence for 15 miles it varies from 600 to 200 yards; above, it narrows very much
until, arriving at the lake entrance, it has a width of about 50 yards. The left bank,
for a distance of about 16 miles from the mouth, is a low marshy plain, treeless until
the upper part of the stretch is reached, where small clumps appear. The right bank

-is generally low, with bluffs bordering the stream in places, or separated from it
by a belt of marsh land from one-fourth to one-halt mile in width. The bluffs and
the high rolling land back from the river are wooded with spruce, broken here and
there by turidra flats. The banks on the upper course are high and more heavily
wooded, the last 2 miles lying between steep banks from 100 to 200 feet high.

There are three low islands in the lower part of the river and one in the upper
part. The first is about a mile from the mouth and is ever a mile in length; the
second and third are 8% and 94 miles respectively from the mouth, each situated in a
sharp bend. In ascending, these islands are left to the eastward. The fourth is very
small, about 20 miles from the mouth, and should be left to the westward.

The banks and bottom are of mud and gravel. In the upper course there are a
number of sand and gravel bars, extending entirely across the channel, but it is
probable that 2 feet can be carried across them at any time. For the first 15 miles
the water is discolored and muddy, but above this it is usually clear, though at high-
water spring tides the discoloration continues farther up. About 10 miles from the
mouth it receives as a tributary the Maklau River, which is said to be about 8 miles
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long. From 8 to 3% feet can be carried up the river at low water for a distance of
15 miles, and thence to the lake not more than 24 feet, though at high water 4 feet
can be carried this distance. Local knowledge is required in its navigation at all
stages of the tide, to avoid the numerous shoals and bars. The channel crosses and
recrosses the river, and while the best water can usually -be found on the outer
course of the bends, this is not always the case. .

Fifteen miles from the mouth there is a rise of tide, on the springs, of about 12
feet, at which point it is either slack or ebb current for about nine hours on each full
tide, and at the lake entrance it vises about 1% feet, but, from the size of the lake,
there can be no material change in its water level due to tidal influence.

A current of about 3 knots sets out of the lake at all times and a continuous set
of not less than 2 knots down the upper course. The flood current reaches a point
about 18 miles from the mouth.

The head of the river flows from a shallow basin, about a mile in diameter and
1 to 2 fathoms deep, with a sandy and gravelly bottom and at the head of this basin
is a passage, several hundred yards in width, marked by low gravel tongues making
out from either side, which opens upon the lake proper.

The lake is about 24 miles long, the general direction bemg northwest by west,
and has an average width of about 2 miles.

Generally speaking, the shores are mountainous, the estimated heights ranging
from 500 to 2,500 feet, those on the north, where a long tlat-topped ridge parallels
the shore for a distance of at least 10 miles, being the highest. The southern shore
for the first 8 or 4 miles is low and rolling, with alternate open flats and woods ran-
ning back several miles to the mountains. From the middle of the southern shore a
narrow peninsula, about 6 miles long and 500 feet high, with a rise of 700 to 800 feet
at each end, parallels the general axis of the lake and forms a deep narrow bay about
three-quarters of a mile wide. The country generally is well wooded, though the
mountain tops are bare.

There are many islands in the lake scattered throughout its length, mostly along
the northern shore and extending to within 6 miles of the head. - The large ones are
well wooded, and, along the northern side, blend with the mainland, making them
difficult to distinguish when seen from a point along the middle line of the lake.

Along the center line the water appears deep; soundings were obtained in from
9 to 85 fathoms, but between some of the islands gravel bars with less than 2 feet
obstructed the passage. :

The water is clear; the bottom, when visible, is gravelly with small bowlders,
but clean and free from grass. Gravel banks are found along the main and island
shores, even bordering the rocky outcrops.

The main feeder is on the northern shore about 6 miles from the head; it is
about 50 yards wide at the mouth, and 3 or 4 feet deep, and flows from the north-
ward. It is said this stream is the outlet to two more lakes. At the head of the
lake entering from the westward is a small feeder which is about 20 yards wide at
the mouth and 3 feet deep. The other feeders indicated on the sketch were not
visited for want of time; they were simply reported to exist, and arc said to. be
small. Apparently the feeders flow through valleys of gentle declivity, as no falls
or strong rapids were noticed, nor were any cascades seen in the mountains.
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There is a village on a low sandy flat at the head of Wood River, at the northern
entrance to the basin, and a second village at the mouth of the main feeder on the
western shore. A large amount of salmon is taken and cured by the natives near
these places and at several other points on the northern shore.

It is said that both Dolly Varden and cutthroat trout are taken on the lake.
Salmon were present in very great numbers and were not only seen jumping from
the surface of the lake, but, when the bottom was visible, great schools could be
seen both near and away from the streams. Around the mouths of the streams they
appeared in masses and a great many were noticed in Wood River ascending to the

—

Fish trap in Wood River, about 15 miles above mouth.

spawning-ground. In and around the feeders they had turned deep red in color,
and it was partieularly noticed that they seemed free from signs of injury or disease,
due, doubtless, to the scarcity of obstructions in the river.

Time did not permit specific investigation relating to hatcheries, as such work
would probably have to extend over quite a period in order to report with any
degree of intelligence, but the general situation seems to be favorable. The basin at
the outlet would make an excellent retaining-pond for ripening the fish, and, with pure
water near by, two of the hatchery problems would be solved. The temperature
would probably be the drawback, and some method would have to be adopted for
warming the hatching water during the fall and winter.
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On the western bank of Wood River, about 15 miles from its mouth, is a trap
and a trap house. This trap is the largest that was seen in the Bristol Bay district
and is rather a complex arrangement. It has 2,700 feet of leads, with two hearts,
75 by 75 feet, and a corral. A description of it is rather difficult, and reference is
therefore made to the sketch. : -

NUSHAGAK CANNERIES.

All the canneries on the Nushagak are located on the upper end of the bay, two
on the western side, and four, besides a large saltery, on the eastern side; and, if one
which has not been in operation since 1891 is excepted, all are within 6 miles of the
mouth of the river. A brief history of the canneries was given in the report of 1897,
page 173, but, as the district had not then been visited, the data was incomplete. In
order to cover the whole subject in this report, it is deemed advisable to give the
history anew, even at the expense of some little repetition.

On the Nushagak this year (1900) there were five operating and one reserved can-
neries, and one saltery, as follows: Arctic Packing Company, Nushagak Canning
Company (reserved), Bristol Bay Canning Company, and the Alaska Packing Com-
pany, all belonging to the Alaska Packers Association; the Nushagak Cannery of the
Pacific Steam Whaling Company, and the Alaska Fishermen’s Packing Company.
The saltery is known as the C. E. Whitney & Co. station.

Avrctic Packing Company.—In 1883 the schooner Neptune was sent by Mr, Rohllfs
to prospect for fish on the Nushagak, and a large number of redfish salted. The
same year cannery buildings were erected for the above-named company, and in 1884
an experimental pack of 400 cases wasmade. This is the first cannery that operated
in Bering Sea. It has made a pack every year to date, excepting 1892, when it
Joined the pool of the Alaska Packing Association and was closed; in 1893 it became
a member of the Alaska Packers Association. The cannery is located on the eastern
shore 14 miles above Fort Alexander, at a place called Kanulik, and known as the
Mission. 'The Moravian mission and the village are situated on the bluff overlooking
the cannery. The Nushagak post-office is also located at this point. The capacity
of the cannery was increased this year and now has a daily output of 2,400 cases.

Alaska Packing Company.—This company was organized at Astoria, and in the
spring of 1886 sent a cannery outfit on the schooner Sadre I7. Culler and the brig
Courteney Foard to the Nushagak, where a cannery was built at the head of the bay
on the western side, at the village of Kanakanek (also called Chogiung) about 1% miles
below the junction of the Wood and Nushagak rvivers, It made a pack that year and
every year since to date. It entered the pool of the Alaska Packing Association in
1892, and became a member of the Alaska Packers Association in 1893. The capacity
was increased this year, and it now has a daily output of 2,400 cases.

Bristol Bay Canning Company was organized in San Francisco and built a can-
nery in 1886 on the western shore of Nushagak Bay, in a bend about 2 miles below
the cannery of the Alaska Packing Company. It made a pack that year and every
year to date. In 1892 it entered the pool of the Alaska Packing Association, and
In 1893 became s member of the Alaska Packers Association. The capacity was
Increased in 1900, and it now has a daily output of 2,400 cases.

Nushagak Cunning Company built a cannery on the eastern shore of Nushagak
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Bay in 1888, at a place called Stagarok (also known as Clark Point), 54 miles below
Fort Alexander and 3 miles above Ekuk. It was operated in 1888, 1889, 1890, and
1891, but has not since been used. In 1892 it joined the pool of the Alaska Packing
Association, and became a member of the Alaska Packers Association in 1893. This
cannery is held in reserve and at present is used as a fishing station.

These four canneries are all owned and (except the reserve cannery) operated by
the Alaska Packers Association, under one local management. There is a foreman
at each cannery, all under the orders of one superintendent, Mr. P. H. Johnson, who
resides, during the packing season, at the cannery of the Alaska Packing Company,
where he is in communication with all the canneries. The greatest distance between
any two in operation is 4 miles in a straight line, but on account of shoals and banks
long detours are necessary in going from one to another. The association now
contemplates establishing a telephone service to connect the several establishments.

The supplies are common to all the canneries of this system and are kept at the
Alaska Packing Company’s cannery, where there are large storehouses and congider-
able machinery for work in wood and metal. The fish are distributed so as to give
each one a supply in order to keep all in full operation. In the statistics the pack
only is kept separate. Until the present year the canneries had each a two-filler
outfit, but in the spring of 1900 an additional filler was installed, and each has now a
daily capacity of 2,400 cases. They ali have practically the same machinery for
processing the fish, Whlch consists in each of 8 retorts, 3 fillers, 3 toppers, 2 solderers,
and 1 cutter, w1th spare ones at headquarters to supply breaks. There are no fish-
hoists or elevators, fish are pewed from boats and lighters, at low water, to platforms,
and thence to fish-house, and, after cleaning, are conveyed in cars to the cutters.

About 33 per cent of the cans are made at the canneries and the rest brought from
San Francisco; 100-pound domestic tin plate is used for tops and hodies. A few
can-making machines were supplied in 1900, but at the time of our visit had not been
set up. It is hoped eventually to make all cans at the canneries. All transportation
is done hy the association’s own vessels, or by chartered vessels, all of which are kept
moored during the season in the channels of the bay near the canneries.

The Chinese and the fishermen’s contracts, 'md native wages for this district,
have been given on preceding pages.

The Alaska Packers Association has in its employ a physician and surgeon, who
attends to the employees of the association. His office and dispensary are at the
cannery of the Alaska Packing Company. ’

In 1900 the three operating canneries of the Alaska Packers Association employed
215 white fishermen, 66 white cannery-hands, 450 Chinese, and 75 natives. They used
two sets of gill nets, 80 nets in each set, for -redfish, each net 75 fathoms long, 24
meshes deep, and 64-inch stretched mesh; 14 sets of gill nets, 80 nets to each set,
for king salmon, each net 125 fathoms long, 24 meshes deep, and 94-inch mesh; value
of all about 65 cents per fathom. Besides these they had on hand a large quantity of
web and material for making nets.

They used four traps—one at Clark Point, and one on the right bank of the Nush-
agak above the junction, each having a shore lead 500 feet long and an outside lead
350 feet long, with a square pot 40 feet by 40 feet; one trap, immediately below the
cannery of the Alaska Packing Company, on Nushagak Bay, had leads 50 feet-and
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300 feet, pot 40 feet by 40 feet; and the large trap on Wood River which has pre-
viously been described. These traps must cost from $1,200 to $1,500 each, except
the Wood River trap, which can hardly have been completed under $4,000.

The following boats were used: 18 lighters, value, $600 each; 25 skiffs, $30 each;
80 Columbia River gill-net boats, $200 each, and 2 pile-drivers, $1,200 each.

The following vessels were employed:

. . ™ Owned or

Class and name. Tons. | Crew. | Value. chartered.
Steamer Polar Bear .. 28 5 $12,000 | Owned.
Steamer Queen..... .. 18 8 10, 000 Do.
Launch Amy S... .. i) 2 4,000 Do, .
Launeh Tyone ....ooiaoaaats b 2 6, 000 Do.
Ship Oriental. ..........c.o.o.iae.n 1,550 El 65,000 | Chartered.
Ship Eclipge. ccocoviiinniniannnnns 1,469 35, 000 Do.
Shif TaCOmMA «vvverienernarnananns 1,671 (1 60,000 | Owned.

1 Fishermen.

The following was the output in 1900:

Alaska Packing Co. Arctic Packing Co. Bristol Bay Canning Co.

Species. No. to| No. to No. t
Cases, | the Dates. Cases, | the Dates. Cases. | the Dates.

case. case. case.

King salmon..| 2,548 3 | June17-June 25 | 3,530 3 | June 15-June 25 ; 2,256 8 | June 17-Juns 28
Redfish!...... 56,228 13 | June 25-July 24 | 67,230 18 | June 23-July 23 | 57,079 13 | June 20-July 26
Cohoes........ 332 18 | July-21-July 24| 1,254 13 | July 22-July 23 931 | - 13 | July 23-July 23
Dog salmon...{ 1,694 13 | June 19-June 27 | 1,921 18 | June 19-June 27 | 2,331 13 | June 23-June 27

! The Alaska Packing Co. also put up 1,420 barrels and 698 half barrels, n\'vemging 50 to the barrel,

The Nushagak Cannery, of the Pacific Steam Whaling Company, is located on
the eastern shore of Nushagak Bay at Fort Alexander, which is also known as
Nushagak Village. The cannery outfit was transported by vessels of the company
and arrived on the Nushagak April 12, 1899. The erection of the buildings was com-
menced at once and the cannery was ready for work June 8. A pack was made in
1899 and in 1900. It is a modern cannery, well built and equipped, has good light,
and is clean and airy. The capacity is 1,600 cases per day. The cannery machinery
consists of 4 large retorts (90 cases each), 2 fillers, 2 solderers, 1 topper, and 1 cutter.
Fish are pewed from lighters and boats to the fish-house, and, when cleaned, are
carried to the cannery by a conveyor consisting of an endless chain of buckets
passing under a shower. Fifteen per cent of the cans used this year were made at .
the cannery, the remainder being transported. One-hundred-pound tin plate was used
for tops and bodies, 20 per cent of which was imported. It is proposed to increase
the capacity of the cannery to three fillers and to install can-making machinery.

The fishermen’s and the Chinese’ contracts and natives’ wages were the same as
previously noted. In 1900 the cannery employed 56 white fishermen, 10 white can-
nery-hands, 35 natives, and 100 Chinese.

The cannery used for redfish two sets of gill nets (25 to a set), cach net, length
75 fathoms, depth 24 meshes, 64-inch mesh; and for king salmon two sets of nets
(22 in a set), each net, length 125 fathoms, depth 24 meshes, 93-inch mesh; value.of
all, 65 cents per fathom,
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The following boats were used: Six lighters, value, $300 each; 4 skiffs worth
$30 each, and 25 Columbia River gill-net boats worth $200 each
The followmg vessels were employed:

™ Owned or
Class and name, Tons. Crew. | Value, chartered.
Steamer Rattler.................. ... 15 2 #4,500 | Owned.
Bark Undaunted ...._................. 1,647 1) 60,000 | Chartered.
1 Fishermen,
The following was the output in 1900:
No. to |
Species. Cases. the Dates,
case.
Kingsalmon................oiiiiiiiiainnns 2,291 3.6 1 June 12-July 22.
Redfish ! coiurneriiiiiraniiieiineieeenaonss 39, 223 13 June 22-July 22,
Dogsalmon.....o..coiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinenenan 1,873 13 June 20-July 1.

‘18alted, 415 barrels redfish, 48 to the barrel.

The Alaska Fishermen's Packing Company, of Astoria, built a cannery immedi-
ately below that of the Pacific Steam Whaling Company in the spring of 1899. The
canning outfit arrived May 27, and the plant was ready for operation June 25. They
made apack in 1899 and in 1900. The cannery has a daily capacity of 1,600 cases, and
the following machinery is used in processing the fish: Six retorts (capacity, 47 cases
each), 2 fillers, 2 toppers, 1 wiper, 2 solderers, and 1 cutter; 28 per cent of the cans
were made at the cannery, using 100-pound domestic tin for bodies and tops. The fish
are pewed to the fish-house and the cleaned fish then transferred by cars to the cutter.

In 1900 the cannery employed 55 white fishermen, 7 white cannery-hands, 35
natives, and 93 Chinese.

They used for redfish 30 gill nets, each 70 fathoms long, 30 meshes deep, 64-inch
mesh; for king salmon, 25 gill nets, efmch 70 fathoms long, 22 meshes deep, 10-inch
mesh; all valued at 75 cents per fathom.

The following boats were used: Four lighters, value, $700 each; 3 skiffs, value,
$30 each; 17 Columbia River gill-net boats, value, $200 each.

The following vessels were employed:

i Owned or
Class and name. Tons, | Crew. Value. chartered,
Steamer North Star ...._........... 34 4 $15,000 | Owned.
Bark Harry Morse.................. 1,241 M 20,000 Chartered.

1Jishermen.

The output of the cannery for the year 1900 was as follows:

No. to
Species, Casces. the Dates.
case.
King SAIMON L oo i 1,990 3 June 156-July 22.
Rcdhshl....................._ ............... 38,100 12,5 | June 25-July 22,

18alted, 446 barrels and 105 half-barrels of redfish, 48 to the barrel.
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Saltery of C. E. Whitney & Co.—This saltery was built and operated by the
Bristol Bay Canning Company, on the Egashak (Snake) River in 1886; three years
later three fishermen acquired each a one-quarter interest and moved the outfit to
the mouth of the Nushagak. Upon the formation of the Alaska Packers Association,
Messrs. C. E. Whitney & Co. purchased the one-quarter interest of the Bristol Bay
Canning Company, and also that of one of the fishermen, and in 1895 purchased
another quarter.. In 1899 the firm became the owner of the saltery by purchasing
the remaining quarter. The saltery was moved to its present site about 1892. It is
the largest in Alaska and is located on the eastern shore of the Nushagak Bay, 44
miles above Fort Alexander, at a point where the bluff recedes and the long, broad
low point commences to make out to form the head of the bay.

The following are the statistics for 1900: 62 whites employed as fishermen, trap-
men, saltery hands, etc., and 3 natives.

Fishing gear: One trap, near the saltery, having leads of 150 feet and 50 feet,
with a pot 20 feet by 20 feet; 14 gill nets, for redfish, each 85 fathoms long, 23
meshes deep, 6%-inch mesh; 14 gill nets, for kmg salmon, each 120 fathoms long, 25
meshes deep, 9%4-inch mesh.

Boats, lighters, etc.: 3 lighters, valued at $500 each; 5 sklﬂ’s, value, $30 each;
14 Columbia River boats, value, $200 each.

The following vessels were employed:

3 l o Owned or
Class and name. Tons, | Crew. | Value. chartered.
Steamer USOK ..ovrvvnnneannnnnnn. 7 2 3,000 | Owned.
Barkentine Willie R, Hume.......... 589 (O] 25,000 | Chartered.

1 Fishermen,

The pack was completed very early on account of the large run of fish, and on
July 17 the vessel was loaded and ready for sea.

The saltery output for 1900 consisted of 536 barrels of king salmon, June 14 to
July 11, 14 to the barrel; 7,186 barrels of redfish, June 14 to July 11, 50 to the barrel.

The following is the output of the saltery from 1889 to date:

N No of . No of
Year. barrels, Year. barrels.

250 1,043

400 1741

700 2436

1,000 £119

1,400 525

650 7,722

) About 90 per cent of the pack consists of redfish; the remaining 10 per cent is
made up of king salmon and cohoes—very few of the latter.

THE KVICHAK.

The large arm at the head of Bristol Bay, extending to the northeast and bounded
on the south by a line from the southern entrance point of Egegak River to Etolin
Point, has been designated in a previous paragraph as Kvichak Bay. The upper
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part of the bay is very shoal, and as the current is strong it can be safely navigated
only by small vessels built to resist the shock of repeated grounding. It is said that
the banks from the Etolin side project halfway across the bay, and, with those from
the peninsula side, ¢onfine the channel to a comparatively narrow limit. A seagoing
vessel, however, under skillful guidance and with local knowledge, may reach a point
a few miles below the mouth of the Naknek River, which is abo-it 30 miles below the
head of the bay; but some cannerymen, considering the risk too great to carry their
transport vessels even to the mouth of the Naknek, leave them there for the season.

Above the mouth of the Naknek River the shoals begin to extend across the
channel, and as a point higher up ie reached the whole hay, at low water, is filled
with uncovered banks having shallow, narrow channels winding through them.

At the head of the bay is the mouth of the Kvichak River, which is the outlet to
the great lakes, Iliamna and Clark, lying on the western side of the mountain system
bordering Cook Inlet. Very little is known of this lake region, as it has been visited
by very few white men.

Mr. A. B. Schanz, the census enumerator of this distriet for 1890, and Mr. John
W. Clark, of the Alaska Commercial Company, ascended the Nushagak and, taking one
of the tributaries, made a portage to the Chultina, which was followed to Lake Clark.
A description of the source of the Kvichak is given in the Census Report of 1890,
page 92. From it the following quotation is made:

We discovered Lake Clark on the morning of Sunday, February 15, 1891." It is a typical Alaskan
mountain lake, for it has all the characteristics in a marked degree. It isvery long, very narrow, very
irregular, and very deep, and is surrounded on all sides by high mountains. It is nearly 70'mles long,
is at the widest point hardly 10 miles wide, and is crooked and very full of bays and bights. We tried
in vain, with a sounding line over 100 fathoms long, to find its bottom; and the mountains hemming
it in tower in altitude from 5,000 to 12,000 feet. The general direction of the lake is northeast and
southwest, and extends from the base of the Alaskan range bordering Cook Inlet to the one hundred
and fifty-fifth meridian. The longitude of the geographical center of the lake is about 160° 15/ W,
It has five noteworthy affluents, and its outlet, the Noghelin River, was found to be an important
stream of great volume, open throughout the winter on account of its force, and running generally
almost due south. The Noghelin supplieg the great Lake Iliamna with its vast store of crystal water,
the source of which has hitherto been absolutely unknown to geographers.

Lake Iliamna is the largest lake thus far discovered in Alaska. Its greatest length is about 90 miles,
and its greatest width about 40. Tt therefore extends over one-half the width of the peninsula, and
together with its outlet, the Kvichak River, it provides a waterway from Bristol Bay to within 20 mlles
of Cook Inlet, and an easy portage over a mountain pass completes the route.

The river is large and discharges a great quantity of water. It is said that the
influence of the tide is felt 80 miles from the mouth. The Kvichak flows into the
head of the bay on the western side; on the eastern side a smaller river, the Locke-
nuck, having a lake source, it is said, discharges its water. At the head of the bay
there is an extreme rise and fall on spring tides of over 25 feet. '

The Kvichak is purely a redfish region. All the other species occur, but in a
scattering way. The traps take a few trout, but no steelheads, shad, or sturgeon.
The times of the runs are about the same as those given for the Nushagak. Inquiry
was made regarding a hatchery site, but no information could be obtained of any
location in the vicinity suitable for the purpose.

Koggiung, the location of the cannery of the Point Roberts Packing Company,
is on the eastern shore at the upper end of Kvichak Bay, about 6 miles below the



PLATE XVI.

(To face page 206.)

Bull. U. S. F. C. 1901,

SALTING STATION OF C. E. WHITNEY & CO. LOADING BARKENTINE WILLIE R. HUME, NUING STATION OF C. E. WHITNEY & CO. LOADING BARK



ALASKA SALMON INVESTIGATIONS IN 1900. 207

mouth of the river, and, according to the chart (which is only a sketch), is in latitude
59° 01’ north; longltude 156° 56' west.

LPoint Roberts Lacking Oompam y.—The Plospel Fishing and Tladmg Company
established a saltery at Koggiung in 1894 and salted that year and in 1895. 1n 1896
it was sold to the Alaska Packers Association under the name of the Point Roberts
Packing Company. The Alaska Packers Association established a saltery at Kog-
giung in 1894, near that of the Prosper Fishing and Trading Company, and after the
purchase of the latter in 1896 consolidated the two. This saltery has been operated
every year except 1899,

In 1895, under the same name (Point Roberts Packing Company), the Alaska
Packers Association built a cannery at Koggiung, utilizing the available machinery
from the cannery of the Central Alaska Company at Thin Point. It was a two-filler
cannery of 1,500 cases capacity per day. It made the first pack in 1896 and a pack
every year since to date. In 1897 it was enlarged to three fillers, and in 1898 a
second three-filler cannery was built close to and connected with the first, so that
the plant now practically consists of a six-filler cannery and a saltery.

The cannery is substantially built, light, roomy, airy, and clean. It is well
equipped, and has a rated capacity of 4,800 casesperday. It has18retorts, of 47 cases
capacity each; 4 boilers, 6 fillers, 6 toppers, 4 solderers, 2 cutters, and 5 can-makers.
Fish are transferred from boats and lighters by steam hoists to the fish-house, and
from the latter, when cleaned, to the cannery by a conveyor consisting of an endless
chain of buckets. About 33 per cent of the cans are made at the cannery and the
remainder brought from San Francisco; 100-pound tin plate is used for bodies, and
90-pound for tops; 50 per cent of the plate is imported.

The fishermen’s and Chinese’ contracts, and native wages, are the same as previ-
ously stated.

The Rvichaks Packing Con, pany. —Under this name the Alaska Packers Associa-
tion built a cannery in the spring of 1900, on the eastern shore of Kvichak Bay,
about 6 miles below the cannery of the Point Roberts Packing Company, and en the
northern point of entrance to Bear Slough. It is a three-filler cannery with a daily
capacity of 2,400 cases, and has substantial warehouses and quarters.. It is well
lighted, roomy, and well ventilated, and contains the latest machinery and cannery
improvements. It was ready and commenced packing June 29,

This cannery is operated under one management with the Point Roberts Pucking
Company, in a manner similar to those of the association on.the Nushagak. They
are under the superintendency of Mr. H. C. Jansen, who has his headquarters at the
former cannery, with telephone communication, so as to direct the affairs of all. The
cannery machinery of the Kvichak Packing Company consists of 9 retorts of 47 cases
capacity each, 3 fillers, 3 toppers, 2 solderers, and 1 cutter. Can-makers will be
installed in 1901. Fish are transferred from boats by steam hoists to cars, thence to
fish-house, and, when cleaned, by conveyor to cannery.

As the two Alaska Packers Association canneries are under one management
the-supplies, fish, etc., are common to all, and the field statistics given, except the
pack, will be combined, therefore, for the two canneries.

The cannery transporting vessels—those that bring the spring outfits to Bering
Sea and return with the pack in the fall—are moored in the channel in Nushagak
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Bay in the vicinity of Clark Point. The transfer is made to and from the canneries
by large, specially constructed steamers, drawing from 10 to 12 feet of water, heavily
built and quite flat on the bottom, so that when they ground on the mud banks they
may stand up when the tide leaves them, with cargo and vessel uninjured. The
largest, built this year, the Awichak, has a capacity of 32,000 cases, and the second,
the President, can carry 11,000 cases.

In 1900 the Point Roberts and the Kvichak together employed 154 white
fishermen, trapmen, etc., 38 white cannery-hands, 33 natives, and 447 Chinese and
Japanese. The Alaska Packers Association has a physician in its employ at
Koggiung, who attends the employees from Koggiung to Ugashik. There were on
hand 100 gill nets for redfish—length, each, 75 fathoms; depth, 20 meshes, 64-inch
mesh; value, 65 cents per fathom. One trap, located on the eastern shore of the
bay, about 12 miles below the Point Roberts cannery, had an inshore lead of 60
feet, an offshore lead of 300 feet, with a 40-foot by 40-foot pot. The offshore lead
was parallel with the shore and not more than 100 feet from it; value about $1,000.

The following vessels were employed:

. . Owned or

Name and class. Tons. | Crew. | Value. chartered,
Steamer Kvichak .................. 610 13 $200, 000 Owned,
Steamer Sayak........... - 90 4 8,000 Do.
Steamer Lillian . 19 3 9,000 Do.
Launch Herbert......... 5 2 4,000 Do.
Ship St. Nicholas ........ .l 1,687 M 50, 000 Chartered,
Ship Servia...... ... 1,736 1) 55, 000 Do.
Ship Bohemia c.oouoovianiiiiile 1,528 ] 55, 000 Owned.
Schooner (3-mast) Prosper.......... 229 1) 16, 000 Do.

1 Flslxermul

The boats used were: 7 lighters, worth $800 each; 6 trap-scows, $100 each; 10
skiffs, $30 each; 50 flat-bottom gill-net boats, $100 each; 2 pile-drivers, $1,200 ed(,h
The followmg was the output in 1900:

No.
Species. Cases, | tothe Dates.
case.
Point Roberts Packing Co.:
Redfish 1. _....... ... ... 99,578 12.5 June 23—July 25.
Kingsalmon.................._. - 341 3
Cohoes......... .. 297 10 Iuly 20-.1 uly 25.
Humpbacks 1,676 19 July 15-July 25.
Kvichak Packing Co.:
Redfish .o 45,200 12.5 June 28-Aug. 1.

18alted: 92 barrels and 1156 half-barrels of redfish, 50 trap fish, or 40 gill-net fish, to the barrel.

These canneries obtain their fish by gill nets and traps. During the 1900 season
but one trap was used-—that referred to on a preceding page. In 1898 and 1899 an
additional trap was used in the Kvichak River, about 15 miles above the cannery.
About 30 per cent of the catch is made by this means. Preparations for salting
about 1,500 barrels are usually made, but very few were cured in this way during
the 1900 season. It is said that, in salting, trap fish run about 50 to the barrel, while
gill-net fish run about 42, which is a marked illustration of selection by gill nets.

May 20, 1898, the Shlp Sterling, with the outfit for the Kogglung cannery, was
lost on the bhoals oﬂ Cape Constantine. No lives were lost.
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North Alaska Salmon Company.—This company, organized from the Sacramento
River Packers’ Association and incorporated under the laws of California, sent a
large cannery plant to Bristol Bay in the spring of 1900 and built two canneries on
the left bank of the Kvichak River, near the mouth, about 6 miles above Koggiung.
The plant was placed in two canneries, 1,000 feet apart, for the purpose of obtaining
fire protection. They will be opelated howevel under one management during the
season of 1901, when the first pack is expected. Each cannery will have 4 retorts,
2 fillers, 2 toppers, 2 solderers, 1 cutter, and 1 set of can-makers. As the cannery
will employ 50 hands to the filler, a daily capacity is expected of 1,800 cases, or 3,600
cases for the two canneries; a conservative rating, however, would be 3,200 cases.

THE NAKNEK RIVER.

The next large salmon river is the Naknek, which ‘enters Kvichak Bay, on the
eastern side, about 25 miles to the southward of Koggiung, in latitude 58° 42’ north,
longitude 157° 02’ west (approximate). The river has its source in a large lake of
the same name (at one time also known as Lake Walker), on which two villages are
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located. The river is large, about 60 miles in length, and flows a great body of water
in a general westerly direction. It is said that tide water extends about 25 miles from
the mouth, at which point the river is about one-half mile in width, and that at the
mouth the1e is an extreme rise and fall of spring tide of over 20 feet.

Shoals and banks, many of which uncover at low water, fill the lower course of
the river and extend 3 or 4 miles off the mouth, then trend alound to the northward
and join the body of banks that fill the upper end of Kvichak Bay. At low water

- the channel between the banks and the flats is very shallow; cannery steamers, draw-
ing but 7 feet of water, await half tide before entering. Navigation is done on the
rising tide or at high water.

The mouth of the river is about 3 miles wide between the headlands, which consist
of bluffs about 100 feet high. Within the entrance the banks converge quite rapidly,

. and ghout 4 miles from the mouth the river is about three-fourths of a mile wide
F. C. B. 1901—14
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between the banks. At this point the canneries are located, that of the Arctic Pack-
ing Company on the left bank, and nearly opposite, on the right bank, that of the
Naknek Packing Company. Abreast of the cannery and for a long distance below
the river bed at low water is four-fifths uncovered, and it is said that at very low
water it may be forded above the cannery; nevertheless, it runs a large body of
water. Very little is known of the interior. "During early Russian times this lake
and river formed a connecting link of the trail from Kadiak to the Nushagak, by
way of Katmai.

The Naknek is essentially a redfish river, though members of all other species are
present, but only in a scattering way. During the season a few king salmon and cohoes
are taken. Exceptionally, there is a small run of humpbacks, but practically no dog
salmon. There are a few trout, but no steelheads, shad, sturgeon, halibut, or cod.

The redfish commence running about June 14, when ahout 100 cases may be
packed. Eight or ten days later they are running strong. July 16-20 they begin
to slack, and by July 25-28 the run, for cannery purposes, is finished. In the spring
very large schools of young salmon, about 4 inches in length, are seen passing out
to sea. There does not appear to be any site for a hatchery in the vicinity.

Fishing is carried on entirely by gill nets and traps, which were used by both
companies until this year, when the Naknek Packing Cowpany abandoned trap fish-
ing as too expensive to maintain.

Aretic Packing Company.—In 1890 this company built and operated a saltery on
the Naknek, at a point indicated in the preceding paragraph. This saltery was sold
to the Alaska Packers Association in 1893. In 1894 the association built a cannery
at the same point, utilizing in its construction the available machinery of the cannery
of the Thin Point Packing Company, at Thin Point, and made the first pack in 1895.
A pack has been made every year since to date. 'The saltery has been operated every
year except 1897, The original plant was a two-filler cannery, but in the spring of
1900 an additional machine was installed, and it now has a daily capacity of 2,400’
cases. A pack of 55,000 cases is expected during a good average season.

The canning machinery consists of 3 fillers, 3 toppers, 2 solderers, 1 fish-cutter,
and 9 retorts. Fish are transferred from boat to fish-house by cable cars running on
an inclined plane and operated by steam. Can-makers have been installed, and when
in thorough running order will probably make most of the cans used, though this
year only 30 per cent were made on the ground, the remainder being brought from
San Francisco. One-hundred-pound tin plate was used for bodies, and 90-pound
plate for tops, all imported, as the pack of this cannery was for export trade.

Transportation is by the company’s vessels, which in the spring approach the
mouth of the river as closely as safety permits, and after discharging are moved to
Nushagak Bay, where they are loaded with th2 pack at the end of the season.

Fishermen’s and Chinese’ contracts and native wages are the same as previously
noted. In 1900 the cannery employed 58 white fishermen, 54 white cannery-hands,
trap and beach men, and salters, 20 natives, and 140 Chinese.

The following boats were used: Eight lighters, worth $800 each; 10 skiffs, $40
each; 34 flat-bottom gill-net boats, $100 each; and 1 pile-driver, $1,200. The gill-net
boats are of the same type as those used on the Kvichak, and described on page 180.

There were in use for redfish 29 gill nets, besides 47 spare ones, and sufficient
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webbing for 12 more. The nets are each 75 fathoms long, 22 meshes deep, and 64-inch
mesh. King-salmon nets are not used. In addition three traps were driven, but as
the netters brought in an abundance of fish only two were used. One was located on
the left bank of the river, about 6 miles above the cannery, with inshore and offshore
leads of 750 feet and 1,900 feet, respectively, heart 80 feet by 160 feet, and pot 40
feet by 40 feet. Another, at the northern point of entrance to the river, had leads
of 750 feet and 1,100 feet, respectively, pot 40 feet by 40 feet, but no heart; and the
third, of the same dimensions, which was not used, on the southern shore near the
entrance. These traps are driven in the spring and pulled up when fishing ceases.
They are valued at about $1,200 each. About 20 per cent of the fish used by this
cannery are taken.in traps.
" The following vessels were employed, all owned by the company:

Class and name, Touns. | Crew. Value.
|
teamer President .........oociiiiiiiiiiiiiiinie, 238 | 9 340 000
aunch Ralph L.................o.. . 51 . 2 4, 500
Launch Northern Light ............ ... 4] 2 3,000
ShipIndiana...c.couieiiiioiiiiiannann.s cene 1,413 1) 5() 000
Bark MEIOIM <ot iiiiiriaeanunnesenennnnnsnancnns 1,134 1) 20,000
L
) 1Fishermen.
The following was the output in 1900:
i | No.to [
Species. Cases, the Dates.
case. ‘ ‘
King salmon..c.ecinireieiroeernaraacascoan 69 [ June 18-June 24.
Redfishl.. ... i 61,816 12,5 | June 18-July 28,
Humpbacks. .oovveiniiiiioniieiiaeiainnae. 449 22 On July 25.

18alted, 1,356 barrels and 1,141 half-barrels of redfish; 52 to the barrel.

- Naknek Packing Company.—In 1890 Mr. L. A. Pedersen established and
operated a small saltery on the right bank of the Naknek about 3 miles above the
mouth. In 1894 a company under the above title, incorporated under the laws of
the State of California, absorbed the saltery and erected a cannery near it. The first
pack was made in 1895, and a pack has been made every year to date. The saltery
has also .been operated every year, and in 1897 an additional one was built and
operated on the shore of Kvichak Bay, about 2 miles above the mouth of the Naknek.
The latter was abandoned in 1900. During the present season (1900) the cannery
plant was enlarged by the addition of a small cannery building, warehouse, bunk
houses, etc., and it is expected to have three fillers ready for operation in 1901 and
the cannery equipped for a pack of at least 40,000 cases.

The following cannery machinery is now installed: Eight retorts, 2 fillers, 3 top-
pers, 2 solderers, and 1 cutter. Fish are pewed from hoats and lighters to fish-house.
Thirty-three per cent of the cans are made at the cannery; the rest are brought from
San Francisco. Can-makers have been installed, and it is expected to make a large
proportion of tins at the cannery in the future. One-hundred-pound tin plate is
used for bodies and 95-pound plate for tops, 50 per cent of which is imported.

The transportation was by a vessel of the company, which was kept moored in
Kvichak Bay below the mouth of the river. '
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The fishermen’s and Chinese’ contracts and native wages were the same as given
on previous pages for this distriet.

In 1900 the company employed 60 white fishermen and beach-hands, 12 white
cannery-hands, 11 natives, and 181 Chinese. Twenty-one redfish gill nets were used,
each 75 fathoms long, 22 meshes deep, 6}-inch mesh; value, 65 cents per fathom.

They have 7 lighters, $600 each; 5 skiffs, $25 each; and 28 flat-bottom gill-net
boats, $100 each. _

The vessels employed were: Steamer Fram, 12 tons; crew, 3; value, §8,000;
owned. Bark B. P. Cheney, 1,200 tons; crew, fishermen; value, $20,000; owned.

The following was the 1900 output:

No. to
Species. Cases. the Dates.
case.
Kingsalmont........coveinvnennnnnnn. 31 4.8 | Throughout the season.
Redfish® .......ccivviniiininienana.., 35,675 12 June 23-July 25.
Humpbacks.....cvvvimnnnirannonannnn, 852 22 July 23-July 28,

1There were salted 22 barrels of king salmon and 1,150 barrels of redfish, the Jatter
running 47 to the barrel.

THE EGEGAK RIVER.

This river empties into the outer limits of Kvichak Bay about 34 miles south of
the Naknek, and has Cape Chichagof for its northern entrance point. It is a large
river about 2 miles in width at the cannery, and is the outlet to Lake Becharof. It
flows in a general westerly direction for about 50 miles. Tide water is said to extend
about 25 miles up the river; very little is known of the locality.

The lower part of the river is a wide bay, contracted at the mouth, and, like
other rivers of this district, at low water a large part of the bed is” exposed in shoals
and banks, with narrow channels winding through them. At the entrance shoal water
extends several miles offshore, and the small cannery steamers enter only from half
to full tide. The channel into this river is wider and deeper than in the Naknek and
Kvichak, and, if it were properly buoyed, vessels of moderate draft could enter at
high water; there is, however, no swinging room inside. The cannery-transporting
vessel, a bark of 554 tons, is carried in at high water and moored head and stern
alongside of the low-water bank.

This river is also essentially a redfish stream, though all otber species are found,
but they are scattered throughout the season and are few in number. There area
few trout, but no steelheads, shad, sturgeon, halibut, or cod. The time of run of
the redfish is the same as given under the Naknek, to which reference is made.

Eyegak Fishing Station.—Under this name the Alaska Packers Association, in
1895, established and operated a saltery on the right bank of the Egegak about 5
miles from the entrance, and salted every year until 1900, when the apparatus was
moved to the new cannery site, though the buildings were left standing.

Fgegak Packing Company.—In 1899 the Alaska Packers Association, under this
title, commenced building a cannery on the left bank of the Egegak, opposite and a
little above the salting station, utilizing the available machinery of the cannery
of the Baranoff Packing Company, of Redfish Bay, Southeast Alaska, This plant
had been purchased during the winter of 1898 and 1899, when that locality was
abandoned. The new cannery was completed in 1900, and the first pack commenced .
July 1. It bas substantial buildings, and is clean and well arranged. The cannery
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machinery consists of 5 retorts, 2 fillers, 2 toppers, 2 solderers, and 1 cutter; can-
makers will be installed. = This year all cans were brought from San Francisco, 100-
pound tin plate being used for bodies and 95- -pound plate for tops; all domestie.

Fish are pewed from boats to cars which are hauled by cable, operated by steam,
‘over an inclined plane leading from the fish-house ta the water at all stages of the tide.
After cleaning, the fish are passed directly from the draining table to the cutter.

The saltery, which has been moved to the cannery site, is operated in conjunction
with the cahnery.

The fishermen’s and Chinese contracts and native wages were the same as for
other canneries of this district. In 1900 this cannery employed 39 white fishermen,
16 white cannery-hands, 10 natives, and 80 Chinese.

They used 20 gill nets, each with a length of 80 fathoms; depth, 26 meahes,
64-inch mesh; Value, about 65 cents per fathom. No traps were driven, but they

%Cdp Chichageft.
R,

Freehand sketch of entrance to Egegak River, Bristol Bay.

were prepared to drive two with leads of 200 and 250 feet and pots 40 feet hy 40
feet, valued at about $1,000 each.

They used 5 lighters, $200 each; 7 skiffs, $30 each; 19 flat-bottom gill-net boats
$100 each, and one pile-driver, $1,500.

The following vessels were employed:

. ned or
Class and name. Tons, | Crew, | Value. . (gn\:u'lered.

Steamer President! .. ....ccovvnuiene.
Launch Llewellyn ........c.eceiavean, 2 p ] Owr};ad.

Launch Corinne......... . 0.
Bark Charles B. Kenney. . Chartered,
Bark Will W, Case...oovmeeiierenannns b4 Owned,

1 Employed at Naknek also, which see. 2 Fishermen,

The following was the output in 1900: Redfish, 21,652 cases, 12.5 to the case,
July 1 to July 25. Redfish, salted, 582 barrels and 1,518 half-barrels, 50 to the barrel.
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THE UGASHIK RIVER.

The mouth of this river is about 40 miles below the Egegak, and, according to
the chart, is in latitude 57° 88’ north, longitude 157° 48’ west; but the chart is appar-
ently much in error. The river, it is said, has its source in a lake system of consid-
erable extent, about 50 miles in the mterlor of the peninsula. In its lower course
it has as tributaries King Salmon River, which enters through the left bank from the

southeast about 5 miles from the pilot Station and Dog Salmon River, which enters
thlough the left bank about 15 miles from the pilot station. These are large streams,
and it is probable there are others higher up.

The Ugashik is a large river and discharges a great quantity of water intn the
wide indentation that has Cape Grey for its northern point and Cape Menchikoff
for its southern. Cape Grey is a prominent bluff about 200 feet high, ranging
several miles along the shore, brownish in color, with a few yellow vertical stripes.
It appears to be the terminal point of a low ridge, which itself slopes to low land
on each side. Cape Menchikoff is also a high bluff havmg a wider range along the
shore and more hilly country back of it.

From seaward the near land visible between the capes, including the river valley,
appears to be all low. The capes can be approached from the westward to within a
distance of about 2 miles. The distance between them is estimated at about 20 miles,
though the chart would seem to indicate the distance as about.2 miles. From the
capes the low land converges to the eastward to a point where the river may be
said to enter. Here it is about 6 miles across between high-water banks, and has on
the northern side a bluff, 10 to 12 miles from Cape Grey, known as Smoky Point.
This is recognized as the northern entrance point to the river.

The indentation formed by the two capes, the converging land, and the lower
courses of the river are filled with shoals and banks. There is, however, a fair
channel, through which, it is said, 9 feet may be carried at low-water spring tides.
This channel is buoyed during the canning season by the Alaska Packers Association
for the convenience of their vessels, hbut no regular system is adopted and a stranger
would be unable to follow it with safety. The outer buoy is on the bar, which is
nearly on a line between Cape Grey and Cape Menchikoff, 9 miles from the former.
From this buoy it is about 6 miles to Smoky Point.

About 6 miles higher up the river, on a bluff on the right bank, is a native village
which, is called the ‘‘ Pilot Station,” and immediately above it, on a lower bluff, is
the cannery of the Alaska Packers Association, called the Ugashik Fishing Station.
It is about 17 miles from Cape Grey. An Eskimo formerly lived in the village who
piloted vessels through the channel, hence the name, Pilot Station. The river is
very tortuous, and winds and recurves to such an extent that at a point about 20
miles by river from the Alaska Packels Assocmtlon cannery the distance across
country is about 7 miles.

The Ugashik, like the rivers previously described in this report, is essentially a
redfish river, and some years these salmon run in very large numbers. King salmon
occur scatteringly throughout the season, and at times dog salmon are plentiful.
There are practically no humpbacks, but it is said there is a run of cohoes after the
canneries close. There is, at times, an abundance of trout, flounders, and erabs, but
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PLATE XVIII.

CANNING PLANT OF ARCTIC PACKING COMPANY (A. P. A)), NAKNEK RIVER.

General view from bluff to eastward, showing headlands at entrance.

CANNING PLANT OF ARCTIC PACKING COMPANY (A. P. A)), NAKNEK RIVER.

General view from bluff to eastward, showing headlands at entrance.
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- no halibut, shad, or sturgeon. The runs correspond to the times given for the
Naknek River. :

Johnson Saltery.—Mr. C. A. Johnson salted salmon on the Ugashik from 1889 to
1898, both inclusive. He was the pioneer in this business on the river and built and
operated a saltery in 1889, on the left bank, about 23 miles above Smoky Point and

s
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Freehand sketch of Lower Ugashik River, Bristol Bay.

2 miles below the trading post of the Alaska Commercial Company. This saltery
was merged in the cannery of the Bering Sea Packing company. In 1894 Mr.
Johnson established and operated another saltery on the right bank of the river,
about 14 miles above the pilot station, which he sold in 1899 to the Alaska Packers
Association, who absorbed it in their cannery plant.
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Bering Sea Packing Company.—In 1890 this company, a branch of the Alaska
Improvement Company, though a separate corporation, purchased the machinery of
the Western Alaska Packing Company at Ozernoy,and commenced building a can-
nery on the left bank of the Ugashik, near the first Johnson saltery. In transporting
the machinery on the schooner Premier, that vessel went ashore in Stepovak Bay and
the machinery did not all reach the Ugashik until 1891, when it was installed and a
small pack made that year. As the site appeared unsuitable, the cannery remained
closed in 1892 and 1893, and in 1894 it was moved to a point on the left bank, about
15 miles above Smoky Point, where it was operated in 1894, 1895, and 1896. In
1897 it was sold to the Alaska Packers Association, with other property of the
Alaska Improvement Company, and the machinery and equipment were utilized in
the Alaska Packers Association cannery. Nothing remains but the dwelling of the
superintendent, now used as a fishing camp by the Alaska Packers Association.

) Nelson saltery.—In 1893 Mr. Charles Nelson established a saltery on the left
bank of the Ugashik, immediately above the last site of the Bering Sea Packing
Company. After operating it in 1893 and 1894 it was sold to the Alaska Packers
Association and closed.

Alaska Puackers Association Saltery.—In 1893 the Alaska Packers Association

built a saltery on the left bank of the Ugashik, about a mile below the last site of the

~Bering Sea Packing Company. It was operated in 1893, 1894,'and 1895, and then

merged in with the Alaska Packers Association cannery, built the latter year near
the pilot station.

Ugashik Fishing Station.—In 1895 the Alaska Packers Association built a can-
nery on the right bank of the Ugashik immediately above the pilot station, where
the river is about 8 miles wide, utilizing in its construction the available machinery
of the Russian-American Packing Company’s cannery at Afognak. It made the first
pack in 1896, and has packed every year since to date. Originally it was a two-filler
cannery, but in 1900 another filler was installed, and it now has a capacity of 2,400
cases per day. The machinery consists of 7 retorts, 3 fillers, 3 toppers, 2 solderers,
1 cutter, 1 spare filler, 1 spare topper, and 2 sets of can-making machines,

Fish are pewed from boats and lighters to platforms and thence to fish-house, and
when cleaned are transported in cars to the cutter. Seventy per cent of the cans are
made at the cannery and the rest transported from San Francisco. One hundred
pound tin plate is used for bodies and 95-pound tin for tops, all imported.

Fishermen’s and Chinese’ contracts and native wages were the same as mentioned
under other canneries.

The transporting vessels enter the river at high water, and during the season
are mooved in the channel, one near the cannery and two near the left bank about 5
miles above the cannery.

In 1900 this cannery employed 64 white fisher men and trapmen, 24 white cannery
and saltery hands, 20 natives, and 140 Chinese.

It used two sets of gill nets, 24 to a set, each 85 fathoms long, 26 meshes deep,
64-inch mesh; value, about 65 cents per fathom. There were 3 traps; one about a
mile above the cannery, on the right bank, with leads each 500 feet and pot 40 by
40 feet; one about 18 miles above the cannery, on the left bank, with leads each
400 feet and pot 40 by 40 feet, and one about 22 miles above the cannery, with leads
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of 600 feet and 400 feet, respectively, and pot 40 by 40 feet. These traps are valued at
about $1,000 each. It is stated that about 20 per cent of the fish are tdken in traps.
The following boats were used: Nine lighters, valued at $800 each; 10 skiffs, $25
each; 30 Columbia River gill-net boats, $200 each; 1 pile-driver, $1,500. '
The following vessels were used:

i

Class and name. z Tons. | Crew. | Value. 3;‘;:,"%‘30%1'
Stearer Thistle ..ovoieiiiinniainnans 56 5 $25,000 | Owned.
Launch Collis........ b 2 7,000 Do.
Launch Cathie K..... 3 2 2 6500 Do.
Bark Nicolas Thayer. 655 [ 15 000 Do.
Bark Coryphene .....c..ovvevvenenne | 738 1 15, 000 | Chartered.
Three-masted schooner Premier . i 202 1 15,000 | Owned.

1TFishermen. -

The following was the-output in 1900: King salmon, 101 cases, 4 to the case,
June 18 to June 29; redfish, 54,581 cases, 13 to the case, June 21 to July 29. There
were salted 603 barrels and 606 half-barrels of redfish, 50 to the barrel, and 10
barrels of coho bellies.

Bristol Packing Company.—This company, organized largely by the stockhold-
ers of the Naknek Packing Company, sent a cannery outfit to the Ugashik early in
the spring of 1900 and located on the left bank of that river about 25 miles from
Smoky Point, near the site of the old trading post of the Alaska Commercial Com-
pany. The cannery was ready for packing July 9. It was not fully equipped, but
had at the time of our visit 2 retorts, 1 fruit topper, 1 solderer, and 1 cutter. The
work was done largely by hand, but it was estimated that 500 cases could be packed
per day. All the cans were brought from San Francisco; they were made of 100-
pound imported tin plate. It is said that in 1901 the cannery will be equipped with
3 fillers and the corresponding machinery, and it is anticipated that a pack of 40,000

~cases will be made during the season.

The transporting vessel ascended the river to a point about 8 miles below the
cannery, where she was moored in the channel for the season.

In 1900 this cannery employed 27 white fishermen and beachmen, 6 white
cannery-hands, 10 natives, and 48 Chinese.

They used 8 gill nets, each 75 fathoms long, 23 meshes deep, 64-inch mesh, valued
at 65 cents per fathom. No traps were used.

The following vessels owned by the company were used: Gasoline launch Amelia,
5 tons; crew, 2; value, $2,000; bark Agate, 595 tons; crew, fishermen; value, $10,000.
They have 1 lighter, value, $250; 1 skiff, $25; 7 gill-net boats, $100 each.

The output in 1900 was: Redfish, 6,653 cases, 12 to the case, July 9 to July 29.
Commenced salting July 2, and salted 1,150 barrels of redfish, 46 to the barrel.

With the Ugashik our examination of the Bristol Bay district was finished. It
is & wonderful salmon country, and can not be equaled. The redfish still run in
countless numbers, and, as the rivers can not be barricaded and as overfishing has
not yet produced its effect, there seems to be no depletion. The next few years,
however, will see many new canneries established by the capital that was used in
the canneries on the failing waters of the northwest coast of the United States.
But in the absence of proper laws, or the enforcement of such poor ones as now
obtain, these streams, too, will become depleted in time.
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CHIGNIK DISTRICT.

This district was visited the latter part of July. The remarks made in my
former report (pp. 164-171) on this locality hold good at the present day, and it
appears unnecessary to make any changes or modifications after this second visit
and examination. There have been no additions to the three operating canneries,
which have packed every year to date.

The cannery men still contend that there is no diminution in the numbers of
salmon taken from the river and lagoon, yet the locality no doubt is badly over-
fished. The lagoon and approaches and the river approaches are studded with traps,
some with leads 3,500 feet long, and sometimes so interlaced that at a distance the
channel appears completely blocked, and it hardly seems possible for a fish to pass.
Plate 1x indicates the positions of these traps at the time of our visit, and it will be
seen that while 12 have but one pot, 6 have two. As the latter really consist of 2
traps joined on the leads, there were actually 24 traps, or one more than during the
season of 1897, at the time of our visit.

My opinion of traps has been expressed and the waste from them referred to,
but as a further illustration, of this trap waste a single occurrence related to me
may be given: A lighter having a capacity of 45 tons, and having nearly that
amount of fish aboard, was towed to.a cannery where the species desired for canning,
amounting to about 6 tons, were removed; the rest, consisting of cod, tomcod,
halibut, flounders, sculpins, dog salmon, trout, etc., were waste. In the spring of
the year immense numbers of tomcod are taken. It is said that as much as 15 tons
of this species have been thrown out of a trap in one day.

Trap men claim that the waste species are released, but such is not generally the
case. If the trap be full of fish not wanted, the pot may be lowered and the fish
released alive, because that is the simplest method for emptying the pot, but usually
all are dipped out together and the sorting is done afterwards.

If traps be prohibited—and in my opinion they should be—it is difficult to say
what the fishing results will be at Chignik. At present traps, gill nets, and seines
are used, and the catch is represented in the following ‘proportions: Traps, 70 to 75
per cent; gill nets, 20 to 25 per cent; and seines, about 5 per cent. It is believed
that an honest effort has been made with gill nets and seines, but the results have
been very unsatisfactory. For gill-net fishing the water is too clear and the channels too
shallow and narrow. For seining there are no beaches and the bottom is unsuitable.
However, if the fish are there the cannerymen will devise some means for obtaining
them. A few yearsago purse seines were tried in southeastern Alaska and pronounced
a failure; now they are very generally used in certain localities, and with such success
that the boast is made that they need no longer construct barricades, as they take
with purse seines all the fish that come to the streams.

The times of the runs of the fish are given in my former report (page 169), to
which may be added that some years there is a small run of humpbacks and usually
a great many dog salmon. Steelheads rarely occur. Dolly Varden trout are
numerous and arrive a few days before the redfish, remaining until late in the fall.

The Chinese contract at Chignik varied this year from 42 cents to 424 cents per
case, on guaranties of 20,000 to 28,000 cases, with the usual conditions.
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The fishermen’s contract varied in the different canneries. In one, all fishermen
and trapmen were paid $30 per month, with full board, from the time of signing in
San Francisco until paid off on return, and one-fourth cent per case. In two other
canneries the same contract as the preceding was made with the tlapmen except that
their pay ceased on leaving Chignik, for the reason that they were not obliged to
work the vessel. In these two canneries the gill-netters were differently paid. In
one they received $15 per month, without board, from the day of arrival until the
day of departure, 3 cents per fish to be divided among all netters, and 85 cents per
day for commutation of ration. In the other cannery gill-netters had $20 per month
from the date of arrival to that of departure, full board, and 3 cents per fish.

We spent a Saturday in the lagoon. One cannery packed a few fish in the
morning, left frore. the preceding day, and was then closed. The tun els of the traps of
this cannery were all up, so far as could be seen, and upon inquiry it was reported that
they had strict orders to obey the weekly close season, and were doing so. Several
scow-loads of fish, however, were noticed during the afternoon on their way out, and
the web of a number of traps was noticed down.

For a history of the canneries, with their locations, etc., see my former report.

The Clignik Bay Company has a daily capacity of 1,600 cases, and operates in
its cannery 7 retorts, 2 fillers, 2 toppers, 2 solderers, and { cutter. It has two sets
of can-makers, with a capacity of 70,000 cans per day, and all the tins are made at the
cannery, largely of imported material, using 100-pound plate for the bodies and
95-pound plate for the tops.: The fish are pewed from boats and lighters to the fish-
house, and the cleaned fish are conveyed by car to the cannery. It employed in 2900
63 white fishermen, 13 white beachmen, 3 white coal-miners, 4 white cannery-hands,
2 natives, and 90 Chinese. They used 1 gill net, but have 10, each 135 fathoms long,
30 meshes deep, 64-inch mesh, value 65 cents per fathom; 3 drag seines, but have 4,
from 75 to 180 fathoms long, 38 to 8% inchmesh, 120to 180 meshes deep at buat, value
$1.50 per fathom; 6 traps of 1 pot and 2 traps of 2 pots, shore leads varying from
150 to 8,500 feet, average 1,000 feet; channel leads, 100 to 1,600 feet, average 900 feet;
hearts 75 feet across, and pots 40 feet by 40 feet, average value $1,500 each. The
trap web is all tanned, pots 54-thread, wings 86-thread; the piles are 10 feet apart.

The following boats were used: Two schooner-rigged lighters, capacity 11,000 fish,
value $1,500 each; 1 sloop-rigged lighter, capacity 4,000 fish, value $750; 12 trap
scows, capacity 1,800 to 3,500 fish, average value $250; 3 flat-bottom seine boats, $100
each; 15 skiffs, $25 each; 7 Columbia River boats, $200 each; 8 flat-bottom gill-net.
boats, $100 each; 8 pile-drivers, $750 each.

The following vessels owned by the company were employed:

Class and name, Tons. | Crew. Value.

Stenmer AJOZNaK .c.erieriireianenereaaeeannn eees 7 | & $18, 000

Steamer Baby Ruth.....ooviiniiiiiiiiiiiiniinnena, 10 "4 5,000

Ship George Bkolfleld....viniviiniieniiiiaiiaiinnas 1,275 () 20, 000
1 Fishermen,

The following was the ouput in 1900: Redfish, 40,334 cases, 10.5 to the case,
June 10 to August 12; coloes,. 62 cases, 10 to the case, August 3 to August 12.



220 BULLETIN OF THE UNITED STATES FISH OOMMISSIOVN.

The Pacific Steam Whaling Company’s cannery at Chignik, located in Anchorage
Bay, operated this year in its canning plant 2 iron retorts, 4 steam boxes, 1 filler, 1
solderer, and 1 cutter. The fish are pewed from lighters to the fish-house, and after
cleaning carried by cars to the cannery. The plant has a daily capacity of 950 cases,
and they expect to pack during the season about 30,000 cases. It has no can-makers.
The cans are all made by hand at the cannery, using 100-pound tin for tops and bodies,
of which about 13 per cent is imported. The plant will probably be enlarged.

In 1900 this cannery employed 60 white fishermen and trapmen, 10 white -can-
nery-hands, 4 natives, and 60 Chinese. They used 10 gill nets, each 260 fathoms
long, 30 meshes deep, 6-inch mesh, valued at 65 cents per fathom; 3 seines, 2 of 200
fathoms length and 1 of 300 fathoms length, each 22 feet deep, 3-inch mesh, valued
at $1.50 per fathom; 4 traps (2 single pot, 2 double pot), average shore lead 800 feet,
average channel lead 800 feet, heart 80 feet each side, and pot 40 feet by 40 feet,
average value $1,500-each.

The boats used were: Four lighters, $400 each; 2 sail scows, value $200 and $800;
10 trap scows, $60 each; 10 skiffs, $25 each; 3 seine boats, $75 each; 3 gill-net skiffs,
$100 each, and 3 pile-drivers, $1,000 each.

The vesselq employed were: Steamer C. (. Cherry, 37 tons, crew 6, value $15,000,
owned; launch Hsquimawz, 5 tons, crew 2, value $2,500, owned.

Transport of pack and spring outfit by calling vessels of company.

The following was the output in 1900: Redfish, 82,966 cases, 11.4 to the case,
June 9 to August 6; dog salmon, 120 cases, 10 to the case, July 20 to July 28.
Salted 69 barrels of humpback bellies, 450 to the barrel.

Hume Bros. & Hume cannery at Chignik, located at Anchorage Bay, operated
this year in its cannery plant 4 retorts, 1 filler, and 1 solderer. The fish are handled
from lighters to cannery in the same manner as noted under other canneries. The
plant has a capacity of 800 cases per day, and they expect to make a season pack of
25,000 cases. Cans are made by hand, of 100-pound tin for tops and bodies, of which
50 per cent is imported.

In 1900 this cannery employed 52 white fishermen, 10 white cannery-hands, 6
natives, and 58 Chinese. They used 15 gill nets, each 150 fathoms long, 26 meshes
deep for lagoon and 40 meshes deep for outside fishing, 6-inch mesh, value 65 cents
per fathom; 2 seines, 150 fathoms long, 25 feet deep at-bunt, 3-inch mesh, value
$1.50 per fathom; 7 traps (5 single, 2 double), average shore and channel leads 800
feet, heart 80 feet on each side, pot 40 feet by 40 feet, average value $1,500.

The boats used were 13 lighters, $140 each; 2 sail scows, $300 and $600; 14 skiffs,
$25 each; 2 seine boats, $70 each; 8 Columbia River boats, $200 each; 10 gill-net
skiffs, $1OO each; 2-pile d1 ivers, $1,050 each.

The following vessels (owned by the company) were employed:

Class and name, Tons. | Crew. Value,
Launch Florence Hume .....coocvivveiiiveninenea. b 2 $3,200
Launch Ethel and Marian 6 3 2,880
Bark Ferris 8. Thompson 480 11 12,000
Schooner Maid of Orleans 171 8 8,000
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The following was the output in 1900: Redfish, 23,003 cases, 11 to the case,
June 6 to August 19; dog salmon and humpbacks, 8,614 cases, 10 to 21 to case, July
2 to August 19.

’ ALITAK BAY, KADIAK ISLAND.

On Olga Bay, and its connecting waters with Alitak Bay, locally known as
the ¢ South Ead,” there are one operating and one reserve canneries and several
excellent salmon streams. As the locality was not visited in 1897, and as the whole
region is unsurveyed, the Albaross this season, whilst engaged in the salmon inves-
~ tigation, made a sextant reconnoissance of a portion of these waters. The area is
so large that the five days allotted to the work were not sufficient to cover more than
the anchorages and the passages leading to them. The results, however, should be
of great service to vessels navigating these waters. In the following notes reference
is made to the drawing of the reconnoissance accompanying this report.

Alitak Bay is a large body of water on the southwestern side of Kadiak Island,
about 65 miles by sea from Karluk. The entrance, from Cape Alitak on the west to
Cape Trinity on the east, is about 8 miles wide, and in its length of 14 miles the
bay narrows to 5 miles at the upper end, where it terminates in two wide arms, each
several miles in length. The general direction of the bay is NNE. and SSW. The
western side has several indentations, with islands, rocks, and foul ground for a dis-
tance of 2 miles off the middle section. At the northern end of this section, about 11
miles from Cape Alitak, a passage extends westward around the upper islands and
opens upon a broad sheet of water, named Moser Bay, which, in a distance of 3 miles,
turns to the northward the same distance, where a narrow gut leads to Olga Bay.

In approaching Alitak Bay from-the northward Low Cape is first made about 9
miles from the western point of entrance. The former is a low bluff, and the shore
line, which is low with high mountains in the background, extends to the latter in a
deep bend, making to the northward and eastward.

Cape Alitak is the terminal point of an undulating granite ridge, named Tanner
Head, about 4 miles in length, the northern end bordering on Lazy Bay. This ridge
is a peninsula, with the highest hills (about 600 fcet) at the northern and middle
parts, from which there is a gradual roll and descent to the pitch of the cape; this,
at the extreme point, is low and rocky. In approaching from the westward it is
seen as a long point with rolling hills and knobs gradually shelving to the sea.

Five miles to the northward from Cape Alitak the western shore makes out in a
high head, named Drake Head, which separates Lazy Bay from Kempff Bay. Sur-
mounting the head are two conical peaks, Twin Peaks, about 1,200 fee! 1igh, which,
in clear weather, can be seen a long distance from seaward, They arve easily recog-
nized, and make an excellent guide to the entrance.

South of Drake Head is Lazy Bay, which may be recognized from its position
with reference to the Twin Peaks and Egg Island, the latter a small rocky islet lying
just north of the entrance. From this bay a narrow arm, named Rodman Reach,
projects to the southwest inside of Tanner Head to Cape Alitak, where it forms a
basin from which another narrow arm extends for some distance to the northwest,
- being separated from the sea by but a narrow strip of land. Lazy Bay affords good
anchorage and is very accessible.
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_ Kempff Bay, northward of Drake Head, is about 1% miles long by 0.4 mile wide,
and is apparently clear of dangers. For want of time, no soundings were made, but
if upon examination proper depths are found, it should make an excellent harbor.

From Drake Head to the passage leading to Moser Bay are a number of islands,
rocks, and ledges making off from the western shore. Inside of these is Akhiok,
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a native village, which, in 1890, contained over 100 inhabitants. The people here
suffered severely during the last winter (1899-1900), many dying with a disease never
properly diagnosed, but which was probably grip.
The peninsula separating the North Arm of Alitak Bay from Moser Bay is a high
ridge shelving toward the southern end, and has been used by the cannnery steamers
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as a leading mark. High Rock is a high, detached rock, easily recognized on
approaching the passage, with rocks and submerged reefs, covered in summer by
kelp, extending nearly two-fifths mile off the southern and eastern sides.

The eastern shore of Alitak Bay consists of high, bold bluffy, terminating in Cape
Trinity, which, from a distance, appears bold, and on the continuation of the general
line of the bluffs. This shore was not closely examined, and, while no dangers were
seen, it should be approached with caution. Near the middle of the bay, 10 miles
within the entrance point, is an extensive ledge named Middle Reef, covered at high
water, but baring over a considerable area at low water.

In the extreme western end of Moser Bay is Snug Harbor, and 2 miles to the
northward is Chips Cove, both affording excellent anchorage.

The peninsula formed by Olga and Alitak bays and the connecting watelb is
treeless. It is broken up by mountain masses rising to a height of about 2,000 feet,
rolling tundra, marshes, and lakes.

The sextant reconnoissance extends only to the Narrows connecting Moser Bay
with Olga Bay. The plan of the latter is from a running sketch made in the steam
launch, checked by a few cuts made upon mountain peaks.

SAILING DIRECTIONS.

In entering Alitak Bay, after making the Twin Peaks, shape the course to arrive
off the entrance with Cape Alitak bearing NW. distant 24 miles; then lay a course
N. by E. 4 E., and run 8.4 miles. This should bring a ledge, that is said to cover
only at high water spring tides, on the port beam distant 1 mile; then change course
to N. £ W. bringing High Rock ahead, and run 3 miles, when the passage to Moser
Bay should be wide open. Now follow the chart, keeping in mid-channel, favoring
the northern shore for the decpest water, and, when well inside, keep in the middle
of Moser Bay; if bound for Snug Harbor, open it fair, steer for the center, and
anchor with the lead. Do not approach the head too closely, as the flats make off
some distance from the reserve cannery building. If bound for Chips Cove, keep in
mid-channel and anchor by the lead. The only danger known in Moser Bay is a shoal,
or reef, lying 1 mile to the eastward of Point Fassett and one-fourth mile off shore,
and a spit making off a short distance from the middle point of the southern shore.

LI i vt G I ST LA oy

Cape Alitak, bearing SW. } W., mag., distant 4} miles.

The bottom, in the passage, is much broken; immediately inside 34 fathoms
were found in mid-channel at low water. It should be remembered that the work of
the Albatross was only a sextant reconnoissance and not a detailed survey, so that
every precaution should be observed in entering. It may be remarked here that the
dangers are usually marked by kelp in summer, but this is not always the case.

Lazy Bay.—The Twin Peaks and Egg Island are the guides to Lazy Bay. No
hidden dangers were found. With the bay wide open enter in mid-channel on a
west course, and anchor at discretion.
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Time did not permit sounding inside of Rodman Reach, but from all appearances
it may be entered far enough to obtain shelter from all winds. The first projecting
point has a spit extending from it. ' '

1t is said that a 5-fathom ridge, or bar, extends from Cape Alitak to Cape Trinity,
and that kelp has been seen in places on it. The Albatross on entering encountered
the shoal soundings at this point, and also on leaving, as shown on the chart. The
shoals off the southwest end of Tugidak Island are said to run in ridges.

The Narrows.—About 1 mile to the northward of Chips Cove is the southern
entrance to the Narrows which lead to Olga Bay. They are about 1 mile in length
and in the narrowest part about 300 feet in width. The channel is tortuous with
many rocks, some of which uncover at low water, and others which are only apparent
by the heavy swirls over them when the current is running full. The small cannery
steamers use the Narrows, but local knowledge is necessary and a large vessel should
not attempt the passage. With the current running full the cannery steamers wait
for slack water, which occurs two hours after high and low water at Snug Harbor.
The current at its greatest velocity probably reaches 8 knots. It is said that
34 fathoms can be carried through the channel at low water, hut this statement should
be received with caution.

Observations with sextant and artificial horizon for geographical position were
obtained at the northern entrance to Snug Harbor, which gave latitude 56° 59’ 26”
north, longitude 154° 12’ 22" west. Variation by compass declinometer 29° 17’ east.
Establishment from 8 successive high waters, at moon’s age from five to nine days:
XI" 38™. Mean rise and fall of tide during same period, 6.71 feet,

Olga Bay is an irregular-shaped body of water lying in a general cast-and-west
dircction, rather crescentic in form, with the cusps to the southward; it is from
17 to 18 miles in length, with a width of from one-half mile to 2 miles. The western
end is the largest and is scparated from the sea about 6 miles to the northward of
Low Cape by a strip of low land only three-fourths of a mile wide. The bay has the
appearance of a lake, and having such a narrow passage to the sea the tidal influence
is not very great, the rise and fall varying from 1 to 2 feet at the cannery.

OLGA BAY CANNERIES.

The only operating cannery in this section is located on the northern shore of
Olga Bay, about 10 miles from the northern end of the Narrows. The history was
given from incomplete data in my report of 1897, but as some additional information
has become available, it is rewritten here. '

Arctic Packing Company.—In 1889 this company built a cannery in the’ south-
western end of Olga Bay, at the mouth of a small stream on the eastern shore known
as the South Olga Fishing Station. The cannery was not well equipped, and the
capa